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‘We’re witnessing history’ 


People cheer, cry at 
inauguration of 
Barack Obama 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Tuesday Jan. 20 was one of those 
historical moments that many stu- 
dents who witnessed it will be able to 
say one day, “I remember where I 
was when...” 

Everyone watching President 
Barack Obama be sworn in as the 
nation’s 44th president, from approx- 
imately 300 members of the NECC 
community who gathered in the 
library to the nearly 3 million people 
who gathered on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., had an acute 
awareness that they were witnessing 
History with a capital ‘H. 

NECC held an inauguration 
viewing event on campus in the 
library followed by a faculty panel 
discussion. Students, faculty and staff 
all tuned-in together to watch the 
coverage of the inauguration on TV. 
The inauguration coverage was also 
planned to be aired in the screening 
room on campus, but due to a techini- 
cal difficulty viewing the live stream- 
ing video on the internet, the event 
was moved to the library conference 
room. : 

When President Barack Obama 
was introduced, the audience assem- 
bled in the library cheered enthusias- 
tically along with the crowd in 
Washington, D.C. 

Some people were seen crying, 
overcome by the emotion of the 
moment. | 


The audience got to its feet for a 
standing ovation at the moment when 
Obama was sworn-in. 

During Obama’s inaugural 
address there wére times when one 


could hear a pin drop in the room, 


when everyone listened intently to 
the president’s. words, and other 
times when people cheered along in 
agreement of what Obama was say- 
ing. 

Some students were seen toasting 
“To the new president” with 
sparkling juice in champagne-style 
bottles. 


“T can’t imagine anything more: 


important that’s happening right now 
here on campus than this,” Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Lane 
Glenn said. 

In his speech Obama said, this 
was “a moment that will define a 
generation.” 

“This will be something Id like 
to tell my children and grandchil- 
dren,” student Joe Donlon said. 

“We're witnessing history,” stu- 
dent Seth Dallaire said. 

Many different generations, from 
students to staff, were present at the 
inaugration viewing. 

Professor Andrew Morse said he 
could remember the inauguration and 
significance when John F. Kennedy 
became president. 

_ For many students present this 
was the first inauguration that they 
had ever watched. 


For more inauguration photos, 
see page 8. 
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...to D.C., where 3 million people gathered. 


Threatening graffiti causes scare 


College stresses no 
tolerance policy to 
making threats 


By JULIE VARNEY — 
Editor-in-Chief 


A graffiti message on the wall 
of the first floor men’s bathroom in 
the B building that read “There is a 
bomb where? Tick Tick” prompted 
a security and police response on 
Thursday, Jan, 29. 

According to a college-wide 
email sent in response to the secu- 
rity incident, the threatening mes- 
sage was found by a student 
around 7:30 p.m. on Jan. 29. 

The student reported the graffi- 


ti to campus security, who then 
contacted the Haverhill Police. 
According to Chief of Security 
Bill Blouin, the threat had to be 
treated seriously and professional- 
ly to put safety as a concern. 
Police officers and a detective 
responded to the scence, searched 
the building, 
scene and collected evidence, 


investigated the 


which they are now processing. 

The police deemed that the 
campus was safe, according to the 
security report. 

The college promptly sent out 
a college-wide email that empha- 
sized the seriousness of making 
such threats, stating, “making a 
threat, 


references any type of physical 


verbal or written, which 


harm is a serious event.” 

Punishment for such actions is 
severe, possibly resulting in up to 
20 years in prison, up to $50,000 
in fines and restitution for the 
costs of the disruption. 

“We take these threats serious- 
ly,” the email stated. 

Blouin reiterated that the col- 
lege takes these incidents seriuosly 
and doesn’t want any copy-cat 
behavior. 

The Haverhill 


Department is still investigating 


Police 


the incident and the college is 
working closely with them to 
locate and prosecute alleged per- 
petrators. 

The offending graffiti 
cleaned from the bathroom. 


was 
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The students at Northern Essex 
are a brave band, this is especially 
now when the parking lot and the rest 

_of the campus are covered in ice and 
mountains of snow. It would be truly 
great if the college put in as much 
effort into cleaning the parking lot 
and campus as the students who 
brave the fierce weather in order to 
get to class everyday. 

The weather is keeping all of us 
from being excited about school, but 
we have responsibilities we need to 
fulfill. We can’t really blame you; 
waking up to frigid temperatures and 
grey, gloomy skies would have any- 
one down. 

But still you find the will to get 
out of bed at head towards school, 
only to find that the roads are coy- 
ered of sheets of ice and unruly driv- 
ers who are just as desperate as you 
are to get where they’re going. 

And when you finally arrive at 
the NECC parking lot you are faced 
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The dog days of winter 


with the frightening vision that the 
campus is worse than the ice crusted 
roads. You can barely make a turn 
without getting into a head first colli- 
sion with another road weary student 
because you can’t see the roads 
because of the mountains of snow 
that have been accumulated at every 
comer by the people in charge of 
plowing the campus grounds. 

After surviving this you’re going 
to have drive endlessly around the 
many lots looking for a decent space 


to park. Students who beat you there . 


by about five minutes have already 
used half of the parking spots up and 
all the other ones are also buried 
under feet of snow. 

When you finally find a spot all 
you can do is wish Spring would get 
here quicker. The piece of advice we 
can offer is to grab a hot cup of cof- 
fee from Jitters and just keep it 
together for a little longer. Before 
you know it you'll be sitting outside 
taking in the warm weather while 
sipping an iced latte. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


Do you feel that NECC does a good job keeping | 


the campus clean of snow during the winter? - 


Jay Ryan, General Studies 
“Yes, they do a good job at keeping 
the campus ‘ice free. They don't 
even have ice cream at the cafe.” 


.Madelyn Hoerz, Biology 


“Yeah, I’ve never had a problem 
parking.” 


Daniel Carlisle, Illustration 


“T think they do a pretty good job 


as far as putting the snow places 
and salting.” 


Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Stephen Ambra, Liberal Arts 
“No, the school already has prob- 
lems with their parking, only 
made worse with the snow. I 
think it took me 20 minutes to get 
out of the parking lot the other 
day.” 


Jacob Friend, Theater 


“I would think that with all the 
money they spend they would doa 
better job. Altough it leads to 
some funny things, I saw some- 
body fall on their butt this morn- 
ing.” 


Kevin Couture, Liberal Arts 
“Not really, I just think they plow 
it too narrow so it makes it diffi- 
cult for two cars to fit. ” 
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What does it really mean to be American? 


Most of us think we 
know, but it’s difficult 
to narrow down 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


ee ee 


This is a 
question I’ve 
een thinking 
about for quite 
ome time. For 
ome reason 
Tve been try- 
ing to really 
@figure out if 
there is a definite meaning to being 
American I guess it’s because the 
Bush regime, I mean presidency is 
now over and I don’t have to fear 
being called anti-American or 
Socialist as much anymore. 

What makes being an American 
different from any other nationality 
in the world? I know it’s probably 
impossible to figure it out, but I’ll 
give it a go. ; 

Of course in order to find some 


kind of answer to my vague question . 


I have to ask even more questions. 
How did the United States become 


.the land of opportunity? Especially 


evident because of the mass immi- 
gration, which prompts the question 
about what an American-is supposed 
to look like? Is there a form of reli- 
gion that-we’re supposed to all fol- 
low? Do we really have the freedom 
we think we have? Which is the 
more “American” trait to have? To 
be an independent thinker who is 
quick to question authority figures or 
a conformist who has a deep sense of 
patriotism? What is patriotism any- 
ways? 

I guess it was in the wake of Sept. 
11 that I began to realize that the 
country was moving towards a more 
patriotic mentality. I’m not sure if it 
was because after the tragedy we 
needed a similar or positive mentali- 
ty to keep us together or if it was 
because we were in the initial stages 
of a more conservative government 
(it was George W. Bush’s first term, 
for those with short attention span). 

All I know is that as time went on 
the message of unity and standing 
strong as Americans seemed to 
morph into a with us or against us 
sentiment. United we stand quickly 
turned into if you don’t like it you 
can leave. Which puzzles me consid- 


ering that I thought I was in America 
and I was free to think or express 
myself, as I liked. This was especial- 
ly evident leading up to the wars in 
Afghanistan and in Iraq. If you 
spoke up or said anything that wasn’t 
in accordance with the popular belief 
you were labeled anti-American.’ 
Whatever sparked this will prob- 
ably remain unknown, here are some 
of my guesses: people drank the Fox 
News kool-aid, Dick Cheney threat- 
ened them at shotgun point, too many 
Michael Moore movies drove the 
population crazy, who knows. This is 
just history repeating itself though 
(i.e. the Red Scare), and when it’s all 
over the man is going to find some- 
thing else to scare the population into 


obeying. 
My other big gripe is not know- 


ing if I constitute as an American, I | 


was born in New York, but I’m the 
son of Dominican immigrants. I 
know you’re probably thinking this 
country was founded by immigrants 
so what’s the big deal. I should feel 
like an American, son of immigrants 
who came to this country and have 
been able to prosper (good jobs, own 
a house etc...), I’m making the most 
of what’s given to me and I have pos- 


American politics have become a 
popularity contest 
- You too can run for 
office as long as 
you're well liked 


By AARON Foss 
Guest Columnist 


ee With’ the 
Barack Obama 
presidency in 
its infancy, the 
fact that he has 
won still does- 
n’t seem neces- 
sarily real to 
mam me. | guess it’s 
because the adage “don’t underesti- 


mate the power of stupid people in © 


large numbers” seems to stand true 
here. Make the case all you want for 
whether Obama will be a good presi- 

- dent, it’s a stone cold fact he isn’t an 
experienced one. For me, the two go 
hand in hand. Without experience 
there is no hope to help the country, 
which is why my votes went to 
Hillary Clinton in the primary and 
John McCain in November. My vote 
will always ga to someone with 
knowledge over someone who sim- 
ply spews catchphrases like a profes- 
sional wfestler. 

Luckily, Obama has chosen to 
surround himself with people who 
can make the decisions he would fail 
at. To think that the man is any less of 
a puppet of his party than “Dub-ya” 
Bush is simply naive. Joe Biden is 
about as much of a creature of 
Washington as someone can be, an 
old school democrat in name and 
principle. Along with Clinton’s posi- 
tion as Secretary of State to offset his 


frighteningly lackadaisical view on 
the current foreign political climate, I 
hope we can limp our way over the 
next four years without too much 


. damage being done, though I doubt 


it. Using $100 million of taxpayer 
dollars on the most expensive inau- 
guration ever is not a way he will 
endear himself to me. A bloated stim- 
ulus package, that at this point looks 


' like it will pass, is not going to win 


me over either. I am still awaiting for 
some sort of glimmer that this man 


bankrupted the state by ballooning its 
budget and lacking the money to pay 
for anything he implemented. This 
week, he said he would require. $7 
billion from the government to help 
ease California’s $40 billion short- 
fall. He is bending to special interest 
groups and the only thing of note he 
has done in six years, passing the 
nation’s first cap on greenhouse gas 
emissions, doesn’t even have the 
money to support the program any- 
more. Now, his approval rating is 


My vote will always go to someone with 


knowledge over someone who simply 
spews catchphrases like a professional 


wrestler. 


can actually do something right 
rather than throw my money at the 
wall and see what sticks. 

This lack of experience in poli- 
tics isn’t limited to the big arena 
either. As it stands now, Al Franken 
has won the recount and will become 
a U.S. Senator: Yes, a D-list celebrity 
will now have a major. voice in 
national politics. This is a man whose 
political experience boils down to 
hosting a radio talk show and writing 
poorly written books about Rush 


Limbaugh’s weight. He likes to talk . 


about politics, but knows nothing 
about it. : 

Amold Schwarzenegger is anoth- 
er fine example and proves that party 
lines don’t matter when it comes to 
experience. Since the Californian 
voters put him in office in 2003, 
Schwarzenegger has _ essentially 


tanking, but why not ask the voters 
why they thought it would be a good 
idea in the first place to vote “The 
Terminator” for their governor. 
Experience is obviously neces- 
sary to be in political office. It seems 
like a factual blanket statement we all 
should agree on. However, the voting 
results all too often recently have 
argued against that and it’s starting to 
effect people’s lives. Is it really that 
much to ask someone to do a bit of 
research and not vote for someone 
solely because of the color of his skin 
or that “Jingle All The Way” is your 
favorite holiday film? If the trend 
continues, perhaps I'll be inspired by 
the fact that even I, with no political 
knowledge, experience or credentials 
f any kind, can someday be the 
Elia too. That is if there’s still a 
country left. 


Ryan McBride photo 


Knowing what this flag represents can be difficult. 


itive people in my life. 

Maybe I’m just seeing the glass 
half empty, liberal arts major Adam 
Boisselle has a very different per- 
spective “I very much consider 
myself American. My family has 
been called a great all-American 
family, because as a whole, we rep- 
resent so much diversity. We have 
such a range of people in our fami- 


ly.” 


Maybe what makes us American 
is our willingness to keep pushing 
forward in dire times (Great 
Depression, the Bush era) or the 
fact we understand that the United 
States despite offering tremendous 
opportunities to its residents is 
essentially ruled by a 1 percent 
which controls most of the wealth. 
Who knows, when I find out I’Il let 
you know. 


Sex sells, but who’s 


buying? 
When all else fails, 
an online sex auction 


can pay the bills 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinion Editor 


_ Times are hard and money is 
tight nowadays, the recession has 
left many looking for alternatives 
to get the most out of their dollar. 
Some crafty Americans manage to 
work more than one job, others 
hyper mile, and some auction off 
their virginity online. 

Natalie Dylan (not her real 
name of course) is a 22-year-old 


feel that this is degrading and 
Dylan lacks morals or decency. 


_ When I first heard of Dylan I fig- 


ured she would meet these types of 
accusations since this is the first 
time something like this has 
occurred in the United States (an 
18-year-old student in England 
auctioned off hers in 2004). 
However what makes Dylan’s case 
different is the amount of bidders 
she’s received (around 10,000) and 
the highest bid so far has been $3.7 
million. 

Dylan claims she’s being pro 
choice with her body and doesn’t 
see any harm in her actions “I took 
the ancient notion that a woman’s 
virginity is priceless and used it as 


I wouldn’t go as far as calling her a pros- 
titute; I definitely would call her a savvy 
businesswoman though. 


college student that in an effort to 
pay for her Master’s degree has 


decided to auction off her virginity. 


This type of story usually isn’t my 
style but I couldn’t pass up on this 
one. I mean I’ve written about the 
economy and the recession, but I 
had yet to write about some of the 
things people were doing to stay 


afloat. 


To be honest, 
bothered by this; 
going to go to certain extremes 
anyways as the economy got 
worse. Sure there are some who 


I’m not really 
people were 


a vehicle for capitalism.” 

Her detractors call her a prosti- 
tute and want to know if the law 
can intervene in any way, but since 
the act. will happen in a brothel in 
Las Vegas it is perfectly legal. 

I wouldn’t go as far as calling 
her a prostitute; I definitely would 
call her a savvy businesswoman 
though. Aside from the money she 
will make from the act, she also has 
been making many appearances as 
of late and has recently signed a 
book deal to chronicle the whole 
deal. Only in America. 


Page 4 


NECC Observer Feb. 4, 2009 


Extreme Makeover intellectual edition 


What if we chose 
enlightenment over 
superficial beauty? 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


My _ wife 
watches a TV 
program called 
Box t r.e.m-e 
Makeover. 
Perhaps you 
have seen it. 
They take unat- 
tractive people 
and improve 
their looks, 
sometimes dramatically. Most con- 
testants are not really bad looking to 
_ Start with; they usually just lack fash- 
ion sense, or they need a diet or new 
hairstyle- but that would be too easy. 
Instead, the program strives to evoke 
a certain pathos and involves the con- 
testant in a process of ameliorating 
' the ancient problem of a flawed, 
unwanted self. 

The makeover team builds the 
drama by first showing the partici- 
pants in unfulfilled, somewhat empty 
lives- the implied root cause being 
the spiritual and emotional burden of 
physical imperfection. All of which 
drives the process toward its culmi- 
nation: the nervously anticipated 
presentation of the contestant to an 
exuberant crowd of approving family 


and friends, a ritual initiation of 
inclusion into the waiting world of 
“beautiful people.” (Which is a myth;. 
Look at the next ten people you see 
on the street and chances are that at 
least nine will be plain, old or plug 
ugly.) 

My wife reminds me that there is 
nothing wrong with people aspiring 
to look their best. She is right of 
course. But given the American pro- 
clivity for excess and commercial 
exploitation, this quest exhibits its 
own quirks, distortions and peculiari- 
ties. Personally, I find the program 
strange. Each time I watch it, I hear 
an inner voice ask, “What if...” What 
if people redirected part of that ener- 
gy to developing their minds? What 
if the audience applauded her emo- 
tional growth, her spiritual advance- 
ment, or even her newfound political 
consciousness? 

What if I were the producer of 
the program? My version of Extreme 
Makeover would unfold this way: 
instead of the contestant starting out 
as a wallflower, later to become 
beautiful, she is beautiful before she 
becomes a contestant, but she is 
dumb, unconscious and superficial. 

In my pilot show, a young 
woman named “Jane Doe” trans- 
forms herself through rigorous study, 
discipline and self-reflection. After 


the months-long process, the day © 


arrives for her presentation. Her fam- 
ily and friends are in the studio audi- 
ence anticipating the unveiling of 
Jane’s new “self.” A nervous buzz 


pervades the air. Finally, the stage is 
set; the curtain opens for all to behold 
the transformation. 

On a stage, dressed in jeans and a 
black turtleneck sweater, Jane is seat- 
ed at a conference table surrounded 
by Bulgarian art students, anarchists 


and homosexual poets. She is shape- 


way. The crowd applauds politely. It 
is clear that so far, they approve. - 
The camera moves in closer: “I 
have read 41 books in the past year 
and developed my intellect, my 
world view, and my political con- 
sciousness!” She presses on. “I used 
to blow hundreds of dollars on 


What if people redirected part of that 
energy to developing their minds? 
What if the audience applauded her 


emotional growth, her 


spiritual 


advancement, or even her newfound 
political consciousness? 


ly, slightly plump; but somehow 
more attractive than the skinny, tense 
person she had once been. Her face is 
relaxed, shows more character and- 
can this be said in America? = she is 
more womanly, radiating a mature, 
but earthy feminine essence. She 
looks up, faces the camera. “Just 
think, I used to be a slave, oriented 


‘toward mindless consumption of 


fashion and beauty products; preoc- 
cupied with my looks and status. It’s 
no wonder I needed antidepressants. 
And of course the only guys I attract- 
ed were either cruel, self-absorbed, 
or both. And I blamed all men for my 
malaise because it was easier that 
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clothes each month trying to fill my 
existential void. I affected an attitude 


of cool detachment, while being - 
_ eaten up by feelings of inadequacy. I 


wore the mask of false confidence, 
but I was an impostor. Never seeing 
the suffering in the world, I actually 
thought that old age, sickness, loss 
and death were not my lot in life; that 
these only happened to others. And 
that they deserved it- unlike the beau- 
tiful people I was a part of.” The 
audience is applauding, this time 
more loudly. She has touched them. 
Her parents are weeping with happi- 
ness. 

Now an MC is interviewing 


Jane’s Mom, a Midwesterner from 
Ohio. “We were always worried that 
our Janey would become just another 
mindless pyramid builder in the New 
World Order. But now that she is 
emerging as an autonomous, self- 
reflective person that shows solidari- 


ty for the proletariat... Well, my hus- _ 


band Ted and I are just so 
pleased...”She dabs a tear from her 
cheek. 


The camera returns to Jane, who — 
is smoking an unfiltered French ciga- 


rette. “Now that I am self reflective, 
I’m reading Spengler’s Decline of the 
West; next. month I am tackling 


Proust and Genet. I am questioning — 


my teachers, my government, and 
most of all, myself. I am even plan- 
ning a trip to Cancun, not just to lie 
on the beach, have anonymous sex, 
and drink in clubs, but also to 
immerse myself in the folklore and 
culture of Mexico, where I’Il actually 
stay sober and visit the pyramids! 

The studio audience rises from 
their seats. Some men whoop and 
stamp their feet. Women swoon. 
Other men stare in amazement - as if 
in the presence of the sacred or pro- 
fane. The resounding applause 
shakes the very rafters. - 

What a makeover. Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph! A young soul has 
bloomed: and a provincial girl has 
become a self-reflective woman... 
Somebody has already notified 
Homeland Security. = ; 


Professor Mark Palermo is a 


member of the NECC faculty 
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Will Barack Obama bring change? 


Obama means well, 
but he can t really 
change Washington 


By SAM SAWYER 
Contributing Reporter 


Over the past two years, 
Americans have been bombarded 
with a message of change, and not 
just the normal policy change that 

_ every new president brings, but a 
change in the way things are done in 
Washington, the way issues are 
talked about. During Obama’s cam- 
paign, I was skeptical that he would 
bring that type of change; and suc- 
cessfully implement it. Shortly after 
one of the last presidential debates, 
these fears were further confirmed. 
The morning after the debate, 
National Public Radio had an unbi- 
ased fact checking team check the 
statements made by both McCain and 
Obama. Both of them had lied. 
McCain had lied much more, and 
more egregiously, but Obama had 
still lied. He had distorted statistics 
about Jon McCain’s tax plan to make 
him look worse than he already was, 
which really wasn’t necessary. 

Now don’t get me wrong, I know 
that Obama will make some good 
policy decisions. I supported him 
over Clinton in the primaries 


(although my first choice was. 


Congressman Dennis Kucinich) and 
over McCain in the general election, 
but I have realized and sadly accept- 
ed that he will not change the way 
things are done in Washington. 


When Obama gave his inaugura- - 


tion speech, my suspicions were con- 
firmed even further. On the face, the 
speech seemed fine, but one line told 


me change was not in the air. “We 
will not apologize for our way of life, 
nor will we waver in its defense, and 
for those who seek to advance their 
aims by inducing terror and slaugh- 
tering innocents, we say to you now 
that our spirit is stronger and cannot 
be broken; you cannot outlast us, and 
we will defeat you.” Earlier in the 
speech, Mr. Obama said, “On this 
day, we come to proclaim an end to 
the petty grievances and false prom- 
ises, the recriminations and worn out 
dogmas, that for far too long have 
strangled our politics.” Yet, in the 
first quote, he used one of the most 
worn out dogmas in American poli- 
tics; (to paraphrase) “we will defeat 
the terrorists.” If he had ended that 
portion of his speech with something 
like, “you cannot break our spirit,” 
but he sadly did not. This showed 
me that our new President has no 
intention of treating Americans like 
adults and being honest about terror- 
ism, how to deal with it, and why we 
were attacked on Sept. 11. 


We cannot defeat radical Islamic 
terrorism, because it is not a tangible 
enemy. It is an ideal, not a number 
of targets we can shoot down and 
declare victory over. Every time we 
drive a tank through an Iraqi house to 
try to find a terrorist (often failing to 
do so, and ruining the lives of an 
innocent family), we make a whole 


new neighborhood of enemies. 
Secondly, I have never heard Mr. 
Obama discuss why we were 
attacked in the first place. We’ve.all 
heard the media and governments 
answer a million times; “They 
attacked us because they hate our 
freedom.” While Al-Qaeda is surely 
disgusted by our way of life that is 
not the reason they attacked us. If 


they attacked countries because of 
how free they were, then places like 
Holland arid the Netherlands and 
many other countries that are far 
more liberal, would have been rav- 
aged by terrorist attacks by now. We 
were attacked on 9/11 because of our 
support of Israel, (we give them tens 
of billions of dollars in weapons 
every year) and our unnecessary mil- 
itary bases in Saudi Arabia and other 
places they consider holy. Bin 
Laden has said this on many occa- 
sions, so this is not I or anybody else 
just assuming this is why, those are 
his stated reasons. Of course I am 
not at all justifying. Al-Qaeda’s 
actions, but if we want to do anything 
about terrorism, we must acknowl- 
edge why we were attacked. If we 
wanted to give the terrorists less 
incentive to attack us, we would stop 
giving billions upon billions of dol- 
lars to Israel, a terrorist state by defi- 
nition (killing innocent people to fur- 
ther a political goal) get our troops 
out of Iraq and Afghanistan as quick- 
ly as possible, and pull our military 
bases out of the Middle East, which 
we have no need for. 

There were some other parts of 
Obama’s speech that I took issue 
with, such as his lumping of the “set- 
tling” of the western United States 
and the murder and continued abuse 
of the Native Americans that was 
used to get that land, with the strug- 
gle of black slaves, but the continua- 
tion of deeply held American myths 
pale in comparison to his furthering 
of one of the most detestable dogmas 
in American politics. 

I am also troubled by some of 
Obama’s cabinet appointments, most 


importantly Hillary Clinton as. the 


MCT campus photo 


President Barack Obama faces enormous challenges. 


Secretary of State. Mrs. Clinton 
proved herself to be a typical politi- 
cian and a bold-faced liar during the 
primaries, concocting wild and sim- 
ply untrue stories about her life as 
first lady. Robert Gates has -a tar- 
nished history as well, most notably 
his attempt to manipulate evidence in 
the 1980s to make the Soviet Union 
seem stronger than it actually was. 
Mr. Obama criticized the government 
and both his primary and general 
election opponents of not having the 
foresight to see that the war in Iraq 
was a grave mistake before we 
attacked, yet not one person in the 
highest roles in his cabinet opposed 


the war from the start. 

We should be proud that America 
has matured to the point where a 
black man can be elected President 
and we should be extremely glad that 
we did not elect the reckless, elderly 
alternative and his Moose Huntin’ 
Barbie sidekick. But we must also 
remember that Mr. Obama is a politi- 
cian, not a savior. We can expect 
some much needed policy changes 
from the eight terrifying years of 
Neo-Conservative rule that our coun- 
try has endured, but we cannot expect 
to see an end to political dogma or a 
drastic change in the way things are 
done in Washington. 


Let’s give peace a chance for once 


Positive creativity is 
encouraged with 


Peace Poetry Contest 


‘By PAuL SAINT-AMAND 
Guest Columnist 


Like many 
others, I’ve 
> celebrated Dr. 

_Martin Luther 
| King Tres 
birthday by 
participating 
in marches and 
church and 
civic pro- 
grams. Inevitably, it’s the voices of 
children in those gatherings that 
tend to stay with me as I acknowl- 
edge Dr. King’s dream. Just over 
the threshold of 2009, and in recog- 
nition of his birthday, we should ask 
how Dr. King’s dream is holding up. 


Unfortunately, it’s not good 


“news. - 


According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the poverty rate for chil- 
dren under 18-years-old remains at 
17.8 percent — an all-time high. 
Some 68 percent of Chicago’s inner 
city children have seen someone 
shot or killed. And in the very place 
where adults can and do make a dif- 
ference for children — their schools 
—children are sometimes put at risk. 
In 2003, a nationwide survey of 
high school students found that 17-1 
percent had carried a weapon into 
the building, while 15 percent of 
high school students had‘been in at 
least one physical fight with peers. 

The National Institute of Mental 
Health has called youth suicide a 
major public health problem, citing 
an increase of “more than 100 per- 
cent” for 10- to 14-year-olds over 
the last 20 years. © 

What’s the antidote to this vio- 
lence against children? The solu- 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


tion isn’t simple but one fact is 
clear. Researchers tell us that the 
violence children are exposed to 
increases their own tolerance of it. 

During World War II, poet 
Marianne Moore reminded 
Americans that “there was never a 
war that was not inward.” 
Regrettably, the latest statistics tell 
us that American parents spend 
about 3.5 minutes a week in mean- 
ingful conversation with their chil- 
dren, while 2 out of 3 television 
programs offer young viewers about 
6 violent acts an hour. 

How can Reverend King’s 
dream be nurtured under those con- 
ditions? There are no quick fixes for 
today’s children, but we can change 
attitudes one child at a time. 
However, it has to start from within 
each of us and be nourished. We 
have to help our children resist the 
fear and hate. wé see all too often on 
television, in family and social life. 

Fifteen years ago, kids spent on 
average 900 hours in school and 
1,028 hours watching television 
each year. 

Today, children will have 
watched 1,500 hours per year and 
8,000 murders by the time they fin- 
ish elementary school and over 
200,000 acts of violence and 40,000 
murders by age 18. 

Adults; too, sometimes need to 
hear and nurture what’s best about a 
child’s perceptions of peaceful 
alternatives. To encourage such 
expression, Northern Essex 
Community College has recently 


invited schools across its service 


- areas of Massachusetts and New 


Hampshire to participate in its Ist 
Annual Peace Poetry Contest and 
Reading. To know peace, we must 
first recognize. it within ourselves. 
And that takes a willingness to see 
the world not only as it is, but-also, 
like Dr. King, to see the world as it 
could be. 

Such a vision is behind NECC’s 
first, college-wide “service learn- 
ing” initiative. NECC students with 
faculty support put their classroom 
learning to work in their local com- 
munities, this year inviting commu- 
nity children and adults affiliated 
with both public and private schools 
or agencies to submit poems on the 
subject of peace. Students created 
posters and mailings; they also will 
4udge submissions and host an on- 
campus public reading this spring. 

I hope NECC students and fac- 
ulty will also enter this contest and, 
if you have children, will encourage 
your child’s school or affiliate to 
submit their poems to this local con- 
test by March 15 (Visit our website 
for specific information at 
www.necc.mass.edu/service_learn- 
ing/poetry or email: 
peacepoetry@necc.mass.edu; or 
send to: NECC Peace Poetry 
Contest, 100 Elliott St. Haverhill, 
MA 01830). ; 

Wouldn’t it be terrific if we saw 
an occasional child’s poem also 
published in our local papers to 
remind us of our human compas- 
sion, instead of our seeming indif- 


ference? Now that would be good 
news! 

Perhaps, like me, you too will 
be moved by the words of these two 
school children from a similar con- 
test in the North Country of New 
York. 

“Payton’s Peace Poem” 

If peace is a promise I will not 
break it. 

If peace is a bridge I will not 
shake it. 

If peace is kindness I'll always 
be nice. 

If peace is a giant pie everybody 
could have a slice. 

If peace is forgiving I'll forgive 
all my friends. 

If peace has a beginning I'll 
make sure it never ends. 

Payton Barney — Grade 2 

Lake Placid Elementary, Lake 
Placid, NY 

“Peace is Like a River” 

Peace is like a river in my soul 

In Martin Luther King Jr. 

In sweet little Sadako Saski 

And in. Honest Abraham 
Lincoln 

I see set free slaves 

In the open blue skies I see 
Sadako’s prayer 

“This is our cry. This is our 
prayer - Peace in the World” 

I see a man who wanted Peace 
for EVERYONE 

This is what I see 

Peace in the world. 


Professor Paul Saint-Amand is 
a member of the NECC faculty 
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Scholarship application 


The 2009 General Scholarship 

Application is now available at 

necc.mass.edu/scholarship. 

he application may be completed 

electronically and submitted as an 
attachment to: 

scholarships@necc.mass.edu 

or may be printed and mailed in 


hard copy to Institutional 
Advancement, Room  A-317, 
Northern Essex Community 


ollege, 100 Elliott St., Haverhill, 
IMA, 01830. 
Last year over $150,000 were 
awarded. Funds have been raised 
hrough generous donations from 
alumni, faculty, staff, and commu- 
Inity friends. 
Application deadline is 
Monday April 6, 2009. 
For more information and gen- 
eralrequirementsvisit: 
www.necc.mass.edu/scholar- 
Ship or call Institutional 
Advancement at 978-556-3624 or 
978-556-3612. 


Latino activist Masso 


Jose Masso, Latino activist, 
ill present a lecture, "Making a 
Difference vis-a-vis Making a 
Living; Empowering Society 
hrough Community Involvement" 
during the White Fund free lecture 
series on Thursday, Feb. 5, at 12:30 
p.m. in the White Fund Room, in 
he Louise Haffner Fournier 
Education Center, 78-82 Amesbury 
treet, Lawrence. 
For more information, contact 
Martha Leavitt at 978-7403 or 
Imleavitt@necc.mass.edu 


Financial seminar 


The first of the semester’s free 
finacial success seminars, 
‘Establishing a Safety Net,” will 
be held on Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 
12 p.m. in room 244 of the 
Lawrence campus, 45 Franklin 
Street, Lawrence. The seminar will 
help participants develop a finan- 
ial safety net by addressing ques- 
ions such as why it's important, 
lhow much should be included, and 
here should the money be placed. 
Seminar speaker, William F. 
asey, Jr., is the president and 
easurer of BIF Services, LLC in 
Boston, MA. 
For more information, contact 
engagement@necc.mass.edu or 
978-556-3731 (Haverhill) or 978- 
1738-7417 (Lawrence). 


Transfer workshop 


A college application work- 
"ae for transferring students will 
e held on Thursday, Feb. 26, from 
12 to 1 p.m. at room SC 213 in the 
tudent Center. The workshop will 
provide help with filling out appli- 
ations, deadlines and financial 
laid. Space is limited. Visit the aca- 
demic Advising Center or call 978- 
56-3440 to reserve a spot. Please 
bring an up-to-date copy of your 
INECC transcript. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Music program proves valuable 


By MADELYN KIDDER 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex has an impressive music program 
run by Professor Ken Langer. His credentials say it all. 
Professor Langer started college at James Madison 
University in Va., where he eared his Bachelors in 
Music Education. From there, Langer moved on to 


Bradford University, also in Va., where he earned his . 


Master of Arts. And finally, Langer attended Kent 
State in Ohio, where he succeeded in earning his Ph.D 
in Music Theory and Composition. 

When I asked Professor Langer if he had a band of 
his own, he answered, “There is not enough time with 
teaching.” However, in his spare time, if he has any, he 
likes to write his own songs: “Each one is so different. 
Sometimes I use the melodies first, sometimes text. 
There is no single process I use.” 

Langer has no particular genre of music which is 


Haverhill 


By CANDICE SEPLOW 
Correspondent 


The mayor's office is working to decrease the 
unemployment rate, which has risen from 4 percent in 
2008 to 7.5 percent this current year, by implementing 
Mayor Fiorentini's plan devised to not only help 
ensure jobs in the unemployment office, but-to also 
motivate the unemployed people living in poor neigh- 
borhoods to visit Mobile City Hall, on Merrimack 
Street, to sign up for career training and learn about 
what services the career center has to offer. 

Mayor Fiorentini stated “Our goal is to not only 
help people find jobs, but to also help ensure they will 
keep that job. The career center is here to teach peo- 
ple the information and strategies they'll need in locat- 
ing a job and the steps to becoming successful at it.” 
He went on to say, “the city received a grant to imple- 
ment a water sewer system in Haverhill's industrial 
park, located on the upper side of Hilldale Avenue.” 


Research 
paper winners 
chosen 


By CESAR SEGURA 
News Editor 


Great papers deserve more than just a.good 
grade, they deserve a good prize for their effort. 

Three winners were chosen from last year’s 
research paper contest sponsored by the the 
NECC Libraries. 

The prizes were divided into two categories. 
The first category is the top-two-papers, the 
writers of which will get a check for $100 each. 
The second category is the honorable mention 
for great effort, which receives a $25 gift card. 

The first winner was Anusaya Quinn, who 
wrote about “Chinese Medicine as a 
Complementary Cancer Treatment.” 

Quinn was chosen as one of the winners for 
the NECC Libraries’ contest for best use of 
information in a research paper this year. 

According to the judges, “The paper includ- 
ed impressive and thorough documentation of 
sources, and exemplary selection of the chosen 
sources to complement the analysis of the topic.” 

Quinn was a student in Professor Stephen 
Mathis’ English Composition 101 class this past 
year. 

The second winner was Chelsea Bartlett, 
who wrote about “Sex Trafficking - Modern Day 
Slavery.” Judges said those sources were appro- 
priately selected and led to thorough coverage of 
the topic. : 

Bartlett was a student in Professor Lisette 
Espinoza’s English Composition 101 course this 
past year. 

The third winner was Vincent Terranova, 
who wrote about “Military Bombings in World 
War II: Were They Justified?” 

Terranova won the honorable mention cate- 
gory, as well as a $25 gift card. Judges said that 
thorough documentation of a variety of sources 
set his paper apart from other entries. Terranova 
was a student in Professo Paul Saint-Amand’s 
Honors English Class this past year. 


his favorite. “I don't have a favorite-it depends on my 
mood, the day, the sun, the moon.” 

Professor Langer taught for a year at the high 
school level and noticed that students weren't paying 
as much attention as he would like. When he taught 
his first class at the college level and was able to turn 
his back to the black board and turn back around and 
the students were all quiet and attentive, that's when he 
knew he wanted to teach at the college level. 
Professor Langer is originally from Virginia but 
moved to New England because he and his wife enjoy 
the four seasons. 

When I asked Professor Langer if his students 
were serious about the program he said, “Since the 
intense change in the program of studies, they take 
things more seriously.” _ 

A lot of students do not realize how hard the music 
program can be, especially Music Theory. Professor 
Langer has tried to simulate the basic music programs 


city news 


The idea for implementing the water sewer system is 
in high hopes that it will attract industries to do busi- 
ness in the location, as well as create high-paying jobs 
for Haverhill residents. 

Mayor Fiorentini wants unemployment to bring 
in more jobs for bio-technology and green jobs for the 
environment. On Wednesday, Feb. 4 Mayor Fiorentini 
hosted The State Of The City Speech at Zion Bible 
College, formally known as Bradford College. The 
mayor discussed the preparations made to inform the 
Haverhill community about the decisions being made 
by Obama's Stimulus Package. Every month the 
mayor will receive new information about the pack- 
age and immediately start to inform the city, by trav- 
eling to each neighborhood and distribute literature on 
the plan to help keep them up to-date on the decisions 
of Obama's package. 

“The goal is to take advantage of the stimulus 
package as much as possible so the city will have 
enough funding for the most vital areas to the commu- 


nity, such as enough funding for schools so students ° 


18 & 0 


that they have at such schools as UMass-Lowell, 
Northeastern and Berklee. This way students can 
transfer to a four-year college whenthey graduate from 
Northern Essex. 

Like all other programs at Northern Essex, lack of 
funding and budget cuts can become a problem, “but 
with what we have, we have been pretty much sup- 
ported,” said Langer. “This year might be worse 
because of the economy.” ‘ 

When I asked the Professor if he has ever not been 
taken as seriously as other departments such as Math, 
English or Business he said, “yes, but it is true that all 
schools might have these thoughts including students.” 

The music program has two types of genre. One 
is called Jazz Rock Ensemble and they also have a 
chorus. Both of these groups have had the largest 
number of participants to date. Students can also enroll 
in just one or two of these classes if they would like to 
learn about music. 


will receive a proper. education,” stated Mayor 
Fiorentini, also saying, “My goal is to distribute the 
information I acquire as quickly as possible, to help 
keep the community informed and up to date on the 
decisions being made by Obama's Stimulus Package.” 

The snow removal process has been a bit of a 
struggle for Haverhill and it's not the budget side that's 
being affected, theirs a shortage of equipment as well 
as workers to plow. ae 

“The city has three private cruises, as well as 
numerous amounts of separate private plows working, — 
but with Haverhill being 441 miles it nearly takes two 
months for the streets to be fully clean.” stated the 
mayor, explaining how the city hires private plows to 
help plow the side streets and use the heavy vehicles 
for the main roads. ; 

If you have experience with plowing and are 
looking to make a few extra dollars you can apply at 
the DPW office, Department of Public Welfare, 
located on Primrose Street, to be put on a list to be - 
contacted. 


"@ EMERSON COLLEGE 


BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS. 


TRANSFER STUDENT > 
OPENHOUSE __ 


Emerson College is located in the heart of Boston’s 
Theatre District. Come and learn more about our academic, © 
social, and career opportunities. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 


REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 
10:00 am | 7 


Hear from student services representatives, 
current Emerson students, and 
attend academic sessions with our dynamic faculty. 


To RSVP and get more information 
-go online to 
emerson.edu/admission/transferOH 
or Call 
617-824-8600 


BRINGING INNOVATION TO COMMUNICATION AND THE ARTS 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Cruelty to elephants 
case heads to trial 


- After more than eight years of 
legal skirmishing, a trial is sched- 
uled to open Wednesday in a law- 

' suit filed by animal welfare groups 

alleging that Ringling Bros. and 

Barnum & Bailey Circus routinely 

abuses its performing elephants. 

The plaintiffs, including the 

American Society for. the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

and the Animal Welfare Institute, 

allege that trainers' use of sharp 
tools called bullhooks and the pro- 
longed use of chains on the Asian 
elephants add up to an egregious 


violation of the federal 
Endangered Species Act. 
They seek an order from U.S. 


District Court in Washington, 
D.C., halting these practices, 
which some activists hope would 
force Ringling Bros. to give up 
elephants altogether. 

The non-jury trial before U.S. 
District Judge Emmet Sullivan is 
expected to last three weeks. 

Ringling Bros. and its parent 
company, Feld Entertainment, 
have defended themselves aggres- 
sively since the suit was filed in 
2000, contending their treatment 
of all circus animals is state-of- 
the-art. 

Circus officials note that gov- 
ernment regulations permit use of 
chains. They say the elephants are 

chained in place at night to keep 
them from foraging their compan- 
ions’ food, and during train rides 

‘to prevent sudden weight shifts 

‘| that might derail their freight car. 

_ The plaintiffs have asserted 
that Ringling Bros.’ own train 
records show the elephants are 
chained in railroad boxcars for an 
average of more than 26 Straight 

‘hours, and often 60 to 70 hours at 

a time, when the circus travels. © 


Phelps acknowledges 
photo using pot pipe 


_Olympic great Michael Phelps 

acknowledged “regrettable” 
behavior and “bad judgment” after 
a photo in a British newspaper 
Sunday showed him inhaling from 
a marijuana pipe. 
In a statement to The 
Associated Press, the swimmer 
who won a record eight gold 
medals at the Beijing Games did 
not dispute the authenticity of the 
exclusive picture published 
Sunday by the tabloid News of the 
World. 

“T engaged in behavior which | 
was regrettable and demonstrated 
bad judgment,” Phelps said in the 
statement released by one of his 
agents. “I'm 23 years old and 
despite the successes I've had in 
the pool, I acted in a youthful and 
inappropriate way, not in amanner 
people have come to expect from 
me. For this, I am sorry. I promise 
my fans and the public it will not 
happen again.” 

News of the World said the 
picture was taken during a 
November house party while 
Phelps was visiting the University 
of South Carolina. 


New theater s season secs at Top Notch 


By CRISTINA NAPOLI 
Correspondent 


Many students who venture to 
the third floor of the Spurk Building 
at least know of the existence of the 
Top Notch Theater, a small, cozy the- 
ater with around 100 seats. The TNT- 
no, not the dynamite- is the room for 
students who have chosen to experi- 
ence a class that will encourage them 
to widen their vocal range and have a 
bit of fun. 

Those of you who were at 


NECC during the fall semester may 


be able to remember seeing the 
poster for "The Musical Comedy 
Murders Of 1940,” a play that gave 
many a giggle to the patrons. Fall 
semester also saw the program per- 
forming their annual "Christmas 
Carol" just before break began. 

This semester will see another 


two plays performed. The Theater 
Program will also be performing stu- 
dent directed one acts from "The 
Exonerated,” a play consisting of six 
true stories of people that were sent 
to Death Row that did not commit 
the crime for which they were con- 
victed. The one acts will be per- 
formed on Feb. 18 and 19. 

The upcoming play, "Dead Man 
Walking,” directed by John 
Budzyna, is about capital punish- 
ment and is based on the 1995 movie 
of the same title. The movie won an 
Academy Award and starred Sean 
Penn ("Milk" 2008) and was directed 
by Tim Robbins ("War Of The 
Worlds" 2005). Both the movie and 
play are based off of the book written 
by Sister Helen Prejean, a New 
Orleans nun who counseled prison- 
ers on Death Row, the prisoner's 
families and the victim's families. 
The play opens on March 27. 


Future of textbooks written in 


KANSAS CITY, Mo.(MCT) - 
Northwest Missouri State University 
students started spring semester 
classes Monday, but many aren’t lug- 
ging thick textbooks around campus. 

Instead, most students are carry- 
ing a lightweight electronic device 
that can fit in a coat pocket and hold 
the textbook material for all their 
classes. Some students will down- 
load their text information onto their 
laptops. . 

At Northwest, textbooks, at least 
the bound kind, are fast becoming a 
thing of the past. 

Besides taking a load off stu- 
dents’ backs, going textbook-free can 
save them a lot of money. 

The pilot electronic textbook 


“program began in the fall with four 


classes.and about 200 students. This 
spring, roughly 4,000 of the school’s 
6,500 students will use electronic 
textbooks. 

“J think that it’s the way the 
world is going,” said Dean L. 
Hubbard, Northwest’s president, 
who is retiring in July after 25 years 
at the Maryville, Mo., university. 

Textbook publishers say many 
colleges are moving toward using 
some electronic textbooks, but 


' Northwest’s plan to eventually elim- 


inate all bound textbooks makes it a 
leader in the movement. 
“Right now, digital products 


- account for a small percent of our 


higher education business, but it is 
growing at a rate that is breathtak- 
ing,” said Jeffrey Ho, a product man- 
ager for McGraw-Hill Education. 
But Northwest can only move 


toward a bookless campus as fast as - 


the availability of e-books allows, 
Hubbard said. 

“Publishers don’t have all text- 
books online yet,” he said. “But I 
would think asa realistic measure we 


could be totally out of the printed 
textbook business in three years.” 

That idea pleases sophomore 
Mike Jenkins. 

“J think the whole concept is 
pretty cool,” said Jenkins, 19, of 
Lee’s Summit, Mo. Jenkins used e- 
books in his history class during the 
fall semester. 

“T would like it if we didn’t have 
textbooks at all anymore,” he said. 
“You wouldn’t have the hassle of 
messing with books. The e-book is 
so convenient, and you don’t have to 
carry all those books around.” 

Plus, unlike printed textbooks, e- 
books have pop-up interactive 
quizzes and the ability to search the 
full text within’ seconds for key 
words. New electronic reader tech- 
nology also will allow students to 
take notes in on-screen posted notes. 

Jenkins found a few “minor” 
problems with the e-reader gadget 
that he and his classmates used. 

“You can’t look at a whole page 
on one screen, and it doesn’t have a 
backlight to light up the screen, so 
you have to be somewhere that is 
well lit,” he said. 

Not all students were as comfort- 
able with the electronic textbooks. 

“T always worried that something 
would happen, like it would crash on 
the night I had to study for a test,” 
said Jennifer Martin, a 22-year-old 
Northwest senior from Liberty, Mo. 

“It’s a good concept, but I didn’t 
like it that much. I would rather flip 
pages back and forth in the textbook 
when I’m studying. Maybe it would 
be better to start this with freshmen 
who haven’t yet gotten used to study- 
ing using a regular textbook.” 

Students who want a traditional 
textbook could still get one. 

But the cost savings are hard to 
ignore, even at Northwest, a school 


Courtesy of www.onlineseats.com 
The play “Dead Man Wallking” 
is based a book of the same 
title. The film version was 
directed by Tim Robbins. 


Robbins, right, is pictured 
here with the film’s stars, 


Susan Sarandon, left, and 
_ Sean Penn. 
cyberspace 


that already is unique because of its 
textbook rental system and its histo- 
ry of giving every student a laptop. 

A textbook-free campus would 
save the university about $400,000 a 
year. Currently the university spends 
about $800,000 a year to keep an 
inventory of about 50,000 to 80,000 
textbooks that are rented out to stu- 
dents. Northwest students pay about 
$80 to $90 a semester on books, a 
fraction of what students at other 
schools pay. 


Northwest will continue to 


charge students just a rental fee. But’ 


once the e-book program goes cam- 
puswide, Hubbard said, Northwest 
students’ book fee will be cut in half. 

E-books are less expensive than 
bound books, which are updated 
every few years and then have to be 
repurchased by the school. E-books 
can be updated at no cost. 

Even at schools without a rental 
system,-students would pay far less 
for texts on e-books than they would 
for bound books. 

Nationally, the cost of textbooks 
has soared in the last decade. The 
average college student spends ‘near- 
ly. $1,000 a year on textbooks, 
according to the National 
Association of College Stores. 

The e-book plan is being phased 
in, with more faculty members sign- 
ing up each year to teach classes 
using electronic textbooks. 

, “We think that students who are 
coming to Northwest today are more 
comfortable with learning from elec- 
tronic text because they are used to 
reading from a computer screen,” 
said Paul Klute, assistant to the pres- 
ident at Northwest. 

“Tt’s nothing for a student 
to read for two or three hours on a 
computer screen.” 


Busy day for security with graffiti, falls 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring assistance 
from Eagle Security on the Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses. This log 
covers incidents between Jan. 17 
and Feb. 2.. 


Jan. 26- A vending machine was 
broken into in the B building, police 
were called, 6:20 a.m. 


Jan. 29- A courier fell behind the 
library, 9:15 a.m. 


Jan. 29- A janitor fell behind on 
the walkway behind the B building, 
11 am. 


Jan. 29- threatening graffiti was 
found on the wall in B building 
men’s bathroom, police were called, 
7:20 p.m. 


Feb. 2- A male student became ill 
in class in the C building, an ambu- 
lance was called, 11:30 a.m. 


*Update to last issue’s security 
log- As previously reported, a deer 
was shot by a hunter behind campus 
on Dec. 27, 2008. 

The wounded deer wandered 
onto campus near the C building 
parking lot. According to more 
detailed security reports, the wound- 
ed deer was witnessed on campus 
and Haverhill Police were called at 
10:40 a.m. 

When police responded they 
decided they had to shoot the deer on 
campus because it was suffering. 
According to the security report, the 
police then spoke to the hunter and 
he picked up the deer off the campus 
at 11:20 a.m. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


First black Iraqi runs 
in elections 


BASRA, Iraq (AP) - He calls 
himself the “Iraqi Obama” and 
hopes to channel President Barack 
Obama's good luck by becoming 
the first.black Iraqi to win an elec- 
tion. 

Salah al-Rekhayis lives in a 
town southwest of Basra called 
Zubayr, and with the help of his 
campaign manager-sister and 
brother, has pasted campaign 
posters urging citizens to vote for 
him in Saturday's provincial elec- 
tions. 

He walks in the unkempt 
streets of his town, bending down 
to greet children with a big smile 
and a warm glow about him, feel- 
ing confident of the great ambition 
to win one of the 35 seats up for 
grabs in Basra. 

Al-Rekhayis is one of an esti- 
mated two million Iraqis who have 
African roots _ and one of only 
800 in his town. According to al- 
Rekhayis, his people have never 
been allowed to run in any Iraqi 
elections, or to hold important 
executive positions of power in 
either political or corporate areas 
of the country. Until now. 

“Obama is the reason I decided 
to run. We both have African 
roots,” said al-Rekhayis. “We 
never had the same opportunities 
as other Iraqis before, but Obama 
gave me the push to run after he 
took the leadership of the most 
powerful country in the world.” 

He said they were so 
impressed with Obama's campaign 
and victory that he created a small 
party called the Movement of Free 
Iraqis and ran under its banner. 

“When we found out that 
Obama is black from TV, we start- 
ed to follow his news carefully,” 
al-Rekhayis said. “We had a party 
and celebrated when he won the 
elections.” 


Newspaper mourns 
another murder 


MOSCOW (AP) - The dead 
loom over the moming editorial 
meeting at Russia's leading inves- 
tigative newspaper. Novaya 
Gazeta's staff is trying to plan the 
next issue and editor-in-chief 
Dmitry Muratov is in an under- 
standably foul mood. 

In a corner hang photos of four 
reporters he has lost in the past 
eight years, one beaten to death, 
one allegedly poisoned, two shot, 
the most recent on Jan. 19. 

It's not easy to put a paper out 
these days, Muratov says. 

“There's usually a lot of jokes, 
laughing, talk about ideas. But our 
batteries are totally spent,” says 
Muratov, 47, billows of pipe 
smoke filling the long pauses. 
“How can there be any sort of (nor- 
mal) frame of mind when a jour- 
nalist is being buried?” 

That journalist was Anastasia 
Baburova, a 25-year-old cub 
reporter. She and a human rights 
lawyer were shot execution-style 
by a masked man with a silenced 
pistol as they walked together a 
few blocks from the Kremlin. 
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New Year’s with T.I. 


How I spent my New 
Year 8 in Miami 
watching TI. perform 


By PATRICIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


As an introduction for my first 
ever article on the Observer, I 
thought that I would kick it all off by 
letting people know what I did for my 
New Year’s Eve (and not just because 
a large sum of people coerced me to 
do it), Florida was my vacation spot 
and Dec. 31 was the date. It all began 
when I picked my best friend up at 
the wrong airport (how was I sup- 
posed to know that flying into Fort 
Myers was cheaper than Miami). A 
distraught Molly (a University of 
Miami student) had been waiting for 
over a half-hour when she saw me 
arrive at the gate. Traumatized, her 
cat ducked into its faux Louey 
Vuitton travel bag that consistently 
had the word “cat” written all over it. 
I felt a certain amount of compassion 
for Houdini. When he was a mere 
eight months, he had been found in a 
deserted apartment complex on the 
wrong side of the tracks. Houdini 
was street smart though, and could 
probably give the dog from “Marley 
and Me” a run for its money. When I 
had arrived at her apartment com- 
plex, I immediately saw a picture of 
Houdini hanging up on the fridge. 

“Why is Houdini wearing a ban- 
dana?” I had asked her. “Because 
Houdini's gangster.” Right. Moving 
onto the next question. “So what are 
we doing tonight?” “Dude, I have no 
idea, Trent is fighting with his partner 
and they are trying to vie over my 
love and my friendship. Trent wants 
us to go to a house party while Josh 
wants us to go to a party where P. 
Diddy is going to be at. I think that he 
is just using the name P. Diddy to get 
us to go with him instead.” 

Once I heard the name P.Diddy 
and associated it with New Year’s 
Eve, I knew that my night was going 
to end up getting pretty crazy, fast. 
Not wanting to offend Josh or Trent, 
we immediately looked over our next 
option, Abner, who was a friend of 
whom she had met through her broth- 
et's ex-girlfriend who had coinciden- 
tally ended up texting us on that very 
same night. So there we were at 8 
o'clock, all primped and proper and 
ready to go out. “So I guess we 
should be leaving now,” Molly had 
said, as we jumped into her car and 
immediately were taken off to the 
next destination. After a brief pre- 
party stint at Abners, he immediately 
handed us tickets and told us to get 
ready to go to the Gansevoort Hotel 
where T.I. would be performing at 
(one of his last stints before he would 
be heading off to jail), along with DJ 
Cassidy and Chloe Sevigne. 
Shocked, we immediately seized the 
tickets and ran amongst the party 
crowd members and began to try and 
hail a cab. I guess the best part of it 
all was that we didn't have to pay for 
it, because I'm not that much of a big 
T.I. fan myself. “When you go out for 
New Year’s Eve, you either go big or 
you go home.” Aside from the cliche 
line that Abner had said, I got to 
thinking that this was pretty much 
correct. You either get dressed up in 
your latest or greatest outfit or stay at 
home watching TV with a big bag 
full of popcorn. Once we had reached 
the hotel, there was an extremely 
chaotic lineup that demanded that 
some people stand in one line while 
others stand in the other. I really 
couldn't tell the difference, but some- 
how we had managed to get into the 
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VIP one. Thank you Abner. We were 
then whisked away to our table. 

Once we had arrived it was like I 
had never seen so many groups of 
beautiful people before in my life. 
I'm pretty sure the fact that it was 
sponsored by Wilhelmina modeling 
agency certainly couldn't have hurt it 
either. After dancing and laughing 
until the clock was on the verge of 
striking 12, T.I. had finally emerged 
and I finally realized who DJ Cassidy 
even was. He had been standing there 
as our DJ all along. Wait, what did 
T.I. just say? T.I's mic had been cut 
out and wasn't working properly so 
after being on stage for no more than 
five minutes, he was briskly taken 
off and brought to an undisclosed 
location. Well there goes everybody's 
waste of time and money, I had 
thought, as Abner still reminded 
everyone that T.I. was still scheduled 
to perform at around 12. After about 
a half hour later, Abner grabbed his 
group and we all began walking 
inside towards the center of the stage. 
Once we were in, I noted a girl in a 
bright orange colored tacky looking 
dress and I briefly heard everybody 
whispering, “Look, there's Chloe 
Sevigny.” I, of course, had no idea 
who she was at the time and therefore 
directed my attention more so 
towards the front of the stage where a 
DJ was already spinning and per- 
forming his set. After about five min- 
utes of listening to the DJ practically 
blow out everybody's eardrums, the 
place was really beginning to fill up, 
and my friends and I were equally 
being pushed and shoved as I some- 
how had managed to hold down a 
spot about 3 rows away from the 
front. After waiting for another 10 
minutes, we finally saw our main 
attraction. I knew this because dollar 
bills began flying up in the air. 
People like me towards the front 
began grabbing them and stuffing 
them into our friends pockets and 
such. 

In a pompous manner, he yelled 
out, “I got hits man,” as he ran across 
the- stage and was bouncing and 
swaying like it was nobody's busi- 
ness. Molly kept on tapping me on 
the shoulder and pointing to a man 
who was getting pretty heavily into 
the music. He was dancing so eager- 
ly that he looked like he was some- 
thing out of America's next dance 
crew. Next thing you knew they were 
playing “Live Your Life” as he stood 
in front of the audience yelling, “Hey, 
hey, everybody get your hands up!” 
He sang over Rihanna's track as the 
audience quickly returned the lyrics 
back to him. His songs were usually 
sung while playing over any one of 
his title tracks, and he was certainly 
being nothing short of enthusiastic. 
When his latest hit, “Whatever You 
Like,” came on, Abner looked at me 
and began shouting the lyrics back to 
him because... not unlike me, he sort 
of viewed it all as a joke and kind of 
hilarious. The audience, on the other 
hand, were a little bit different, as 
you could literally hear the audience 
screaming directly over him whenev- 
er he would stop the music on pur- 
pose. Of course, this was New Year’s 
Eve in Miami, so no one should real- 
ly be surprised about any of this. 

“Yeah, Happy New Years! All the 
haters say yeah, yeah, yeah... it's the 
King,” he shouted to the audience. In 
the end, he had played about 12 of his 
tracks, and I wish I could tell you 
more about what had happened, but I 
had no idea that I would be put on the 
spot for an article when I had gotten 
back. After his set was over he ran off 
the stage, and everyone began clear- 
ing out as Molly and I began walking 
outside when she ran into one of her 
former roommates, a former Miss 


Courtesy of http://gossiponthis.com 
T.l. performing at the 
Gansevoort Hotel on 
New Year’s in Miami, 
Florida. 


Bolivia, Jessica. “Dish!” she yelled 
to us as she grabbed my hand and we 
all began running downstairs into a 
lower nightclub. When all was said 
and done we returned to her apart- 
ment complex at around 5 in the 
morning. The car ride home was 


spent relaying the night back and 


forth to eachother, almost as if it were 
something out of the diner scene 
from Pineapple Express. The next 
morning boredom had gotten the best 
of us. That's when her good friend, 
Gian Carlos, decided to set up the 
Wii that had been sitting there col- 
lecting dust since Christmas. He 
began playing bowling. After he left I 
grabbed the controller and picked up 
where he hdd left off. I guess you 
could say that this is where my vaca- 
tion had taken a turn for the worst. 
Usually when somebody is in Miami, 
they want to lie by the pool all day, 
maxing, relaxing, or something like 
that. But no, not us, because once we 
had started playing Wii, there was no 
escaping it. We had gotten into the 
habit of playing eachother over and 
over again, nonstop, challenging 
each other to fitness tests, Baseball, 
Golf, Boxing, Bowling, you name it. 
We even had created our own Wii 
characters in order to substitute for 
our own pathetic real lives. “Haha, 
look, you're running around the 
mounds of the baseball park again...” 
was usually something that could be 
overheard from a neighboring apart- 
ment. I guess it's safe to say that Wii's 
makers, Nintendo, are nothing short 
of genius. 

After staying over at her apart- 
ment for a few more nights on the 
blow up mattress that gave Houdini 
just another reason to attack my foot, 
I awoke one morning and realized 
that my vacation would have to final- 
ly come to a halt. No really, my vaca- 
tion would have to finally come to an 
end, Houdini, Molly's hoodlum of a 
cat, had chewed the cord.“Hey 
Molly, how come the cursor for the 


* Wii machine is not working?” I had 


fun up until that very point, when all 
I remember was watching Molly hold 
Houdini up by the armpits, yelling 
“Look at what you've done!” 
Houdini, of course, had no idea what 
was going on. He simply looked up at 
her nonchalantly and responded with 
a bitter meowing noise, signaling for 
her to let him down. He thus ran off 
into her bedroom in order to escape. 
Ferociously, Molly told me that she 
would drive me home and so we 
embarked on the long mission back 
to Estero, which was tainted with just 
a hint of road rage. 


Cheralyn Cannon, student, prays 


ing the invocation. _ 


Raoul Peterson, student, is 
overcome with emotion. _ 


Cherie Hoyt, student, and 
Suzan Kinaci, staff, express tears 


and joy. 
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Students with mental troubles on rise 


Fi nding. SS h ow stud ents make adjustments for them. 


struggle more with 
mental health 


(MCT) - Colleges in New Jersey 
ire scrambling to. beef up services, 
ncluding 24-hour suicide response 
veams, to cope with a steady rise in 
he number of students with serious 
mental illnesses. : 

_ At least 90 Rutgers University 
students suffered acute psychiatric 
»pisodes in the recent school year, 
some severe enough to. need hospital- 
zation. Overall, as. ‘many as 2,000 
ought counseling on the school's 
lagship — camp in ~ New 
3runswic! kiana, said Mark 
Forest, director of counseling servic- 
vs. They came for a variety of mal- 
adies from dey ession to ea eating disor- 
iers. Many of those diseases mani- 
est themselves in adolescence and 
\young adulthood. , 

“We have been seeing a general 
‘ise in the level of severity of prob- 
‘ems of college students,” said 
\Sorest. Rutgers is hiring three more 
counselors, to bring the number to 20 
n the fall and is developing a crisis 
vesponse team. 

Other colleges in the state also 
he seeing more students with mental 
\IInesses. The increases mirror 
ee trends. Students who in the 
vast would not have been able to 
or in college are now able to 


attend because of advances in med- 
cations and schools’ willingness to 


Meanwhile schools work to bal- 
ance the privacy rights of students 
with the safety concerns of the entire 
campus. “We're vigilant,” said Dr. 
Henry Chung, director of the student 
health center at New York University. 
The school added staff to its counsel- 
ing center and began reaching out to 
students after a spate of seven sui- 
cides in 1994. “It's an ongoing chal- 
lenge.” 

Young people in the 18-to-24 age 
category who are not in. college are 
twice as likely to kill themselves as 
those who go on to higher education. 
But that still means an estimated 
1,100 to 1,400 college students take 
their own lives each year. 

“Tt's statistically low, but still it's 
the second-leading cause of death 
among college students,” said 
Courtney Knowles of the Jed 
Foundation, which works to prevent 
suicide and promote mental health 
among college students. 

The effects are, of course, cata- 
strophic for families, and sometimes 
whole campuses. In the past two 
years, The College.of New Jersey in 
Ewing has suffered through the sui- 
cides of a professor and a student, 
and the mysterious case of the fresh- 
man found dead in the Pennsylvania 
landfill after he apparently went 
down a dormitory trash chute. 

“We've had an extraordinary run 
recently here,” said Larry Gage, 
director of counseling at TCNJ. “It 
has a secondary effect for the com- 
munity. You could feel the afteref- 
fects of that when (the massacre) at 
Virginia Tech came along,” he. said. 


Life-long learning 


“Here we are hundreds of miles 
away, but people were kind of raw 
about that fora while.” 

The Virginia Tech case has 


brought a renewed focus to campus 


mental health issues, the shooter had 
shown more than a few warning 
signs: He'd been accused of stalking 
two female students and threatened 
suicide in e-mails to-a roommate. At 
least one professor, disturbed by his 
writing, had asked him to seek coun- 
seling, and a judge had declared him 
an imminent threat and ordered him 
into treatment. But neither the courts 
or mental health officials made sure 
he followed up on the order. 

A turning point was 2002, when a 
state court held that officials at the 
Massachusetts __ Institute of 
Technology could be sued for failing 
to prevent the suicide ofa student. 
Then came the Virginia Tech shoot- 
ings last April, a wake-up call that 
today's counseling centers are deal- 
ing with much more than angst over 
failing grades or bad break-ups. 
Administrators say it doesn't take a 
violent episode to disrupt a campus. 

“In an awful way, Virginia Tech 
has been good for that type of exam- 
ination,” said Gage. However, he and 
others have cautioned against making 
the leap in thinking that most college 
campuses are in a mental health cri- 
sis, when, in fact “the majority of stu- 
dents are thriving.” 

The rise in the number of mental- 
ly ill college students, ironically, is 
because of better mental health serv- 
ices in junior high and high school, 
the experts say. More- students are 
diagnosed and treated earlier and 


have a chance to come to college 
despite their problems. The 
Americans With Disabilities Act, 
passed in 1990, mandates that the 
schools make accommodations for 
students with both physical and psy- 
chiatric disabilities. 

“There's always someone there to 
listen,” said the mother of a Ramapo 
College freshman who was waylaid 
by depression and suicidal thoughts. 

The illness, she said, was trig- 
gered by some of the common stres- 
sors of college life, a partying room- 
mate and rigorous course work. Her 
son spent more and more time study- 
ing alone in his room. 

“Parents have to reach out and 
keep the lines of communication 
open,” she said. “You can't tell them 
to toughen up, because they're falling 
apart. It's a chemical imbalance in the 
brain and people have to understand 
that.” 

Her son completed the year with 
the help of medication and counsel- 
ing. He managed a respectable 3.25 
grade-point average and looks for- 
ward to next semester, she said. 

This student and others like him 
were not required to report their con- 
ditions to their schools but did so vol- 
untarily. 

“Our policy is students cannot be 


“asked when they come to school if 


they have a mental health issue," said 
Linda Smith, director of services for 
students with disabilities at Montclair 
State University. "But we've seen, as 
national trends have shown, there has 
been a tremendous increase in the 


number of students who. disclose — 


mental illness.” 
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By RYAN JACKSON 
Correspondent 


It’s almost Valentine’s Day and the chalk- 
flavored hearts are fast approaching, as’ well as 
Life Long Learning’s first Valentines Day Party, 
which is but one event from a plethora of 
upcoming eyents they have to offer. If you 
haven’t got a ticket yet, then unfortunately 
you’ll have to wait until the next event because 
they managed to sell out over two weeks before 
the party. With events like the St. Patrick’s Day 
party, Robert Frost poetry readings, Oriental rug 
displays and their infamous “red hat specials” 
where people are asked to donate what nonper- 
ishable items they can, it comes as no surprise 
why these events have become so popular. 
| Good times, good food and good company 
are just three general things you can expect to 
find when attending a Life Long Learning 
event. Life Long Learning is a lecture series run 
by Charlene Boucher while her husband Glenn 
handles the cooking. They are also in partial 
association with Haverhill’s “Council on 
Aging” and “Bethany Community” both organ- 
izations which are involved with senior citizens. 

“Tt [Life Long Learning] started out for sen- 
ior citizens and expanded” said Boucher, now 
hosting the younger generation of baby 
boomers (people typically in their 40’s) as well 
as students who receive free admission to some 


of the events. Boucher continues to say, “We get 
people from all over like Rochester, Kingston, 
Beverly, Peabody, Danville...” 

This diverse collection of fanfare allows the 
group residual profit from the parties or activi- 
ties to be spent towards more events, showing 
how popular and entertaining these events can 
be and seemingly are. 

“We have to book all our events two semes- 
ters in advance to keep up,” said Boucher. 

In fact, the Life Long Learning events have 
become so popular that the inspiration for the 
first Valentine’s Day party was due to the fact 
that people didn’t want to wait until March for 
the next party. 

The Valentine’s Day party will be hosted in 
room 103 of the Technology Center on 
Thursday, Feb. 12 at 2 p.m. There will be hot 
dogs, beans, soda and dessert as well as live 
entertainment. Larry Dudley,. keyboard player 
and singer, will be providing the live entertain- 
ment at the event. Dudley was the second place 
winner of last year’s American Senior Idol 
Contest that was held on campus last year and 
covered by the “Boston Globe.” 

So although you may have missed the 
boat on getting a ticket to the Valentine’s 
Day party, there is still a smorgasbord of 
upcoming events that people of all ages are 
more than encouraged to attend. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


¢ Catholic, coeducational college 


Although the stigma surrounding 
mental illness has lessened over time, 
it is still present. “Depression and 
suicide is often swept under the rug,” 
said Haykun Lee of Clifton. Lee and 
his siblings took part in a suicide 
awareness march in Central Park ear- 
lier this month. They wanted to find 
closure, and raise awareness, after 
the 2001 suicide death of their 
cousin, a 20-year old Rutgers sopho- 
more. “This is an issue that we 
should deal with and talk about.” 

Late last year, mtvU and the Jed 
Foundation launched an effort called 
Half of Us, a television and Internet 
campaign to raise awareness of men- 
tal health issues on campus and con- 
nect students to the right resources. 
Its creators hope the campaign, 
which features college students and 
celebrities talking about their depres- 
sion and other emotional problems, 
will also help remove the shame 
often associated with mental illness. 

“What is startling about this is 
that it is so pervasive yet there is still 
a stigma about coming forward,” said 
Stephen Friedman, general manager 
of mtvU. “Our hope is that one day 
accessing mental health services will 
be viewed as normal.” 

The American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention has a program in 
which Students can interact online 
with counselors at their colleges. The 
program has “enormous potential,” 
said Haas, the research director. 
“Colleges would be well served to 
begin exploring some of this,” she 


said. “Like distance learning, it's not 
such a big step to have distance sup- 
port or treatment.” 


You want to 
transfer to a 
college that fits. 


At Merrimack 
College, we 
make that easy. 


Transfer application process and credit approval — both liberal and efficient 
¢ Academic and need-based scholarships available 

e Transfer admission for both fall and spring semesters 

¢ Majors offered through Liberal Arts, Science and Engineering, Business 


¢ Housing available to transfer students 


* Close to Boston with easy access to the city, beaches, ski resorts 
¢ Cooperative Education, Internships, Study Abroad available to 


transfer students 


Academic Excellence 


Accounting, Athletic Training, Biglowsy Biotcehnalogy, Chemistry, 

Civil Engineering, Computer Science/Information Technology, 
Communication Studies, Criminology, Economics, Electrical & Computer 
Engineering, English, Fine Arts/Art and Art History/Digital Media Arts, 
Finance, French, Health Science, History, International Business, 
Management/Sports Management, Marketing, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Physics, Political Science, Psychology, Religious Studies, Romance Languages, 
Sociology, Spanish, Sports Medicine / Pre-Physical Therapy / 


Strength & Conditioning. 


Come Visit Us! 


e Attend a Transfer Student Open House and take a tour 


(see www.merrimack.edu/register) 


¢ Schedule a personal visit with our Director of Transfer Admission. 


Call 978-837-5100 for an appointment. 


www.merrimack.edu 


¢ admission@merrimack.edu °¢ 


978-837-5100 


Merrimack College 


NORTH ANDOVER, MA 


¥ 
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Saved by t the bell bottoms 


Are designer jeans 
the new ‘it’ clothing? 
You can decide. 


By BRITTANY CALDWELL 
Correspondent 


When walking through the halls 
of the Spurk Building, it is easy to 
spot who got ready in the morning 
and who simply rolled over and 
drove to school. 

While the guys have their own 
sense of style that will never be fully 
understood, the female students at 
NECC actually have decent styles. 
Whether it be the simple t-shirt and 
jeans, to a more dressier look, like 
skirts or mini dresses and leggins'’, it is 
pretty easy to tell that people are 
spending a lot of money on their cloth- 
ing. In the halls at NECC, you are like- 
ly to spot $200 jeans by the logos that 
are printed on the butt, or certain zip- 
ups with the “J” zipper pull. 

_ Spending a lot of money on 
clothing doesn't necessarily mean 
you have good fashion, simply that 
you want to wear what the stars are 
wearing: expensive designer jeans 
like Rock and Republic and True 
Religion; $100 Ed Hardy t-shirts and 
$250 Juicy Couture track suits. You 
are ‘paying for quality but with. this 


economy, isn't it about quantity?! 
Shoppers can now shop at trendy 
stores like H&M and Forever 21, for 
very cheap money. Although the 
quality is not that great, and the 
clothing is a little bit funky most of 
the time, a buyer can usually find 
what they are looking for for cheap 
money in larger quantities. 

Roaming the halls meant looking 
for girls with great style. When two 
girls came into clear view, a story 
was in the making. Twenty-year-old 
Marissa. LaValley, a student in the 
ECE program here at NECC, was 
wearing True Religion jeans and 
Juicy eyeglasses, while her friend, 
19-year-old Kaleigh Price, also a stu- 
dent in the ECE program, had on 
Seven For All Man-Kind jeans. 
Simple clothing like jeans can really 
give a fashion hunting journalist a 
good sense of what these girls are 
like. Because they have these design- 
er jeans, they obviously know what 
the new hype is in early 2009. If they 
didn't know anything about fashion, 
they would not be wearing these 
jeans. 

LaValley stated that she usually 
spent “between $80 and $100” on 
jeans and that her “most expensive 
[jeans were her] True Religions that 
were $198.” 

Now I know what you readers 
must be saying... '$200 for jeans in 
this economy, ARE YOU NUTS?!', 


but the truth is, these jeans are truly 
fabulous. They make any woman 
who wears them look amazing, and 
the quality of the jeans will last for- 
ever. And although those particular 


jeans were that much, you can get the 


same brand name for nearly half-off 
at the end of each season at stores 
like French Lessons, Nicole Marie 
(both in Newburyport) or the newly 
added Nordstrom Rack at the Liberty 
Tree Mall (although these jeans may 
be from two seasons prior). You can 
even find half-off sales at high end 
stores like Saks Fifth Avenue and 
Bloomingdales! So you may have 
last season's model, but unless you 
pay serious attention to the hundreds 
of jeans that come out every season, 
chances are no one will ever be able 
to tell. 

Price agreed with LaValley say- 
ing that she usually spends about 
“$90 on jeans” but has spent as much 
as “$130.” 

LaValley then butted in saying, “I 
think our generation has a better 
sense of.style [than previous ones],” 


and a lot of younger adults are more 


independent and are able to buy $200 
designer jeans. 

When asked if fashion played a 
big role in their lives, they both 
replied with a big smiling “YES!” 

Spending over $100 on jeans is 
not necessary to have good fashion, 
but chances are the buyer pie: 


The fashion industry can survive 
;the economic downturn by meee 
(recession-proof customers... 


SO a 


NCIGAe bol | 
Even cartoonists are making fun of the altel ete | 


prices of today’s clothing stores. . 


knows what is happening in the fash- 
ion world. Money is tight right now, 
but if you have it, get out there and 
spend the money on a good pair of 
jeans. It is guaranteed that although 
you may feel a little bit guilty buying 
these jeans, it will, without a doubt, 


be worth your money. The designer 
jean is indeed the new “it” clothing in | 
the world of fashion. 

“\..Fashion is in the sky, in the 
street, fashion has to do with ideas, 
the way we live, what is happening.” 

- Coco Chanel 


The Oscars, creeping up slowiaes 


Oscar season is in 
the air and the 


celebrities are ready 


By MERISSA LIVERMORE 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Oscar sea- 
son is in the air 
and many 
celebrities are 
pissed while 
others are cele- 
| brating their 
| well-earned 
nomination and 
hopefully win 
at the 8lst annual Academy Awards 
which will be airing Sunday, Feb. 22 
at 8 p.m. One of the more exciting 
things was the posthumous nomina- 
tion for Heath Ledger that sadly was 
announced on the one year anniver- 
sary of his death. Ledger has already 
won a Golden Globe and Screen 
Actors Guild award for best support- 
ing actor, and if he wins the Oscar he 
will be only the second actor to win 
an Oscar posthumously. As for every- 
one else that is celebrating, good luck 
to them and here are their nomina- 
tions: 

Best Picture: "The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button," "Frost/Nixon," 
"Milk," "The Reader," "Slumdog 
Millionaire." 

Best Actor: Richard Jenkins, 
"The Visitor;" Frank Langella, 
"Frost/Nixon;" Sean Penn, "Milk;" 
Brad Pitt, "The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button;"Mickey Rourke, 
"The Wrestler." 

Best Actress: Anne Hathaway, 
"Rachel Getting Married;" Angelina 


Jolie, "Changeling;" Melissa Leo, 
"Frozen River;" Meryl Streep, 
"Doubt;"| Kate Winslet, "The 
Reader." 


Best Supporting Actor: Josh 
Brolin, "Milk;" Robert Downey Jr., 
"Tropic Thunder;" Philip. Seymour 
Hoffman, "Doubt;" Heath Ledger, 
"The Dark Knight;" Michael 
Shannon, "Revolutionary Road." 

Best Supporting Actress: Amy 
Adams, “Doubt;" Penelope Cruz, 
"Vicky Cristina Barcelona;" Viola 
Davis, "Doubt;" Taraji P. Henson, 
"The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button;" -Marisa Tomei, "The 
Wrestler." 

Best Director: David Fincher, 
"The Curious Case of Benjamin 


Button;" Ron Howard, 
"Frost/Nixon;" Gus Van _ Sant, 
"Milk;" Stephen Daldry, "The 
Reader;" Danny Boyle,’ "Slumdog 


Millionaire.” 

Best Foreign Film: "The Baader 
Meinhof Complex," Germany; "The 
Class," France; "Departures," Japan; 
"Revanche," Austria; 
Bashir," Israel. 

Best Adapted Screenplay: Eric 
Roth and .Robin Swicord, "The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button;" 
John Patrick Shanley, "Doubt;" Peter 
Morgan, "Frost/Nixon;" David Hare, 
"The Reader;" Simon Beaufoy, 
"Slumdog Millionaire." 

Best Original Screenplay: 
Courtney Hunt, "Frozen River;" 
Mike Leigh, "Happy-Go-Lucky;" 
Martin McDonagh, "In Bruges;" 
Dustin Lance Black, "Milk;" Andrew 
Stanton, Jim Reardon and Pete 
Docter, "WALL-E." 

Best Animated Feature Film: 
"Bolt," "Kung Fu Panda," "WALL- 
By 

Best Art Direction: 
"Changeling," "The Curious Case of 


Benjamin Button," "The Dark 
Knight," "The Duchess," 
"Revolutionary Road." 

Best Cinematography: 


"Changeling," "The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button," "The Dark 


"Waltz With — 


Source: 
Variety, 
Academy 
of Motion 
Picture Arts and 
Sciences, 
Internet Movie 
Database, 
individual 
studios 


© 2009 MCT 


Here are the big winners in the nomination category. To see if your favorite film 


The winner Is... 


One of these films will walk away. 
. with the Oscar for best film of 2008. 


Frost/Nixon 7" I I ii 5 nominations 


Director Ron Howard 

Box office gross $8,8 million | 
Plot Dramatization of the post-Watergate TV interviews between B — 
host David Frost and former U.S. president Richard Nixon 


Milk I i I I I I i! ls ncneenden 


Director Gus Van Sant 
Box office gross $20.5 million 
Plot The story of the first openly gay elected official in the U.S., Ha 


The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button 


Director David Fincher 

Box office gross $103.6 million 

Plot Based on the F. Scott Fitzgerald novella about a man who is b 
oa as he ages, pie. dying as an infant 


a San Francisco supervisor who was assassinated along with the c 


MALLE 19 nomi 


The Reader ‘t t t t t 5 nominations 


Director Stephen Daldry 

Box office gross $7.8 million 

Plot In post WWII, a German man encounters the same woman he 
affair with a decade earlier, as she is being tried for war crimes 


NOTE: Box office figures through week of Jan. 22, when Oscar nominations were announ 


MCTcampus photo 


wins tune in on Feb. 22 to see what all the celebrities want, but only one can have. 


Knight," "The Reader," "Slumdog 
Millionaire." 

Best Sound Mixing: "The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button," 
"The Dark Knight," "Slumdog 
Millionaire," "WALL-E," "Wanted." 

Best Sound Editing: "The Dark 
Knight," "Iron Man," "Slumdog 
Millionaire," "WALL-E," "Wanted." 

Best Original Score: "The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button," 
Alexandre Desplat; "Defiance," 
James Newton Howard; "Milk," 
Danny Elfman; "Slumdog 
Millionaire," A.R. Rahman; "WALL- 
E," Thomas Newman. 

Best Original Song: "Down. to 
Earth" from "WALL-E," Peter 
Gabriel and Thomas Newman; "Jai 


Ho" from "Slumdog Millionaire," 
A.R. Rahman and Gulzar; "O Saya" 
from "Slumdog Millionaire," A.R. 
Rahman and Maya Arulpragasam. 

Best Costume? "Australia," "The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button," 
"The Duchess," "Milk," 
"Revolutionary Road." 

-Best Documentary Feature: 
"The Betrayal (Nerakhoon)," 
"Encounters at the End of the World," 
"The Garden," "Man on Wire," 
"Trouble the Water." 

Best Documentary (short sub- 
ject): "The Conscience of Nhem En," 
"The Final Inch," "Smile Pinki," 
"The Witness -- From the Balcony of 
Room 306." 

Best Film Editing: "The Curious 


| 
i} 


§ 


Slumdog Millionaire MLE 10 nominations — 


Director Danny Boyle | 

Box office gross $43. 9 million 
Plot The story of an impoverished Indian teen whose life is told thr 
being a winning contestant on “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” 


eee 


Case of Benjamin Button," "The 


Dark Knight," "Frost/Nixon," 
"Milk," "Slumdog Millionaire.” 

Best Makeup: 
Case of Benjamin Button," "The 
Dark Knight," "Hellboy II: The 
Golden Army." 

Best Animated Short Film: "La 
Maison en Petits Cubes," "Lavatory - 


"The Curious — 


- Lovestory," "Oktapodi," "Presto," _ 


"This Way Up." 

Best Live Action Short Film: 
"Auf der Strecke (On the Line)," 
"Manon on the Asphalt," "New Boy," 


"The Pig,” "Spielzeugland — 
(Toyland)." 
Best Visual Effects: "The 


Curious Case of Benjamin Button," 
"The Dark Knight," "Iron Man." 


New 2009 gossip for all 
those celebrity worshippers 
at Northern Essex 


By Merissa LIVERMORE 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


_ The never-ending parade of. gossip 
keeps attracting the attention of non- 
celebrities and filling in the pages of mag- 
azines world wide. Sometimes people ask 
why, considering they are just like normal 
‘people as you will read below, but their 
‘secret is they have money and people love 
‘to obsess over people with money and 
‘fame: Plus a good scandal has never killed 
‘anyone, yet. : 

Funny Girl Anna Faris Engaged: Anna 
‘Faris, who has been in comedies like 
“House Bunny” and “Waiting...,” is 
engaged to Chris Pratt, a star from “Bride 
Wars.” Faris's rep told Access Hollywood 
‘on Thursday Jan. 29 that Faris, 31, became 
engaged to Pratt toward the end of 2008. 
The loved-up couple was spotted walking 
hand in hand in Los Angeles earlier this 
week. "We were friends for a while," Anna 
told the UK's “Times” newspaper in 
October 2008 about her relationship with 
Chris, 29. "We grew up in the same area, so 
we have a lot in common." The couple will 
co-star later this year in "Young 
Americans." Anna was previously married 
to Ben Indra, whom she met in 1999 on the 
set of slasher film "Lovers Lane." The cou- 
ple married in 2004. They finalized their 
divorce four years later, in 2008. Anna 
joined a number of couples who celebrated 
the end of 2008 with an engagement, 
including musical couple Zooey Deschanel 
and Ben Gibbard, and "Dancing With the 
Stars" pros Maksim Chmerkovskiy and 
Karina Smirnoff. — : 
Ex-Girl Next Door to get Her Own Show: | 
Kendra Wilkinson isn't the "Girl Next. 
Door" anymore, but that doesn't mean she's 
done with reality TV. The former Playboy 
Playmate has left the Mansion, and now 
she's filming her own show, a source con- 
firmed to Access Hollywood. On Thursday 
Jan. 29, Access reported that Wilkinson had 
been spotted in Tampa Bay for the Super 
‘Bowl, filming for her new series; however, 
Access has since learned that the star had 
actually been in Los Angeles all day on 
Jan. 29. The new show, the title of which 
has not been announced, will follow 
Wilkinson's post "Girls Next Door" career. 
Wilkinson also appeared on the cover of 
“Us Weekly” for the Jan. 26 issue under the 
title “Kendra Tells All: My Bizarre Life 
With Hef” in which she explains how she 
became one of Hugh Hefner's girlfriends 
and what life in the Playboy Mansion was 
like. 

Madonna Wins Battle in Court: Madonna 
will take sons Rocco and David Banda back 
to New York with her thanks to a court 
order, the “Sun” reported. A source told the 
“Sun” that Madonna 's ex-husband, Guy 
Ritchie was "gutted but resigned" over the 
ruling. "I will make sure they are proud of 
their English roots," Guy reportedly 
said.The news was also reported by the 
U.K.'s “Evening Standard,” which noted 
that Madonna 's victory in the residency 
arrangement was temporary, but likely to 
become permanent in the coming weeks. 
"He thought he had a real chance, especial- 
ly as their school is here," the source told 
the Sun of Guy. "He desperately loves 
those boys and is a devoted dad." The for- 
mer couple divorced in November after a 
summer of rumors. Guy is currently filming 
"Sherlock Holmes" with Robert Downey 
Jr., while Madonna recently announced an 
extension of her top-grossing "Sticky & 
Sweet" tour to begin, coincidentally, in 
London on July 4. Nothing like sticking it 
to the ex. 

‘Nick Lachey Defends Jessica Simpson?: 


ia Ha Hollywood 


Nick Lachey is defending ex-wife Jessica 
Simpson , who has been criticized for an 
apparent weight gain. Photos of a curvier 
Simpson performing last week in Florida 


have been plastered all over the Internet, . 


leading to a slew of nasty comments about 
her weight. Lachey, who was divorced from 
Simpson in 2006 after four years of mar- 
riage, defended her when asked about the 
criticism Jan. 30 at a Super Bowl party he 


co-hosted with NASCAR driver Jimmie- 


Johnson. "I think it's ridiculous that the 
media is making such a big deal about it," 
he said at his Super Skins Celebrity Golf 
Classic party. "It's ridiculous that it would 
be making headlines. But you can't believe 
everything that's written or reported in the 
media. I wish her nothing but happiness." 
The “New York Post” ran an editorial car- 
toon mocking Simpson, and Jan. 31 ran a 
photo of her performing Jan. 29 night in 
Charlottesville, Va., wearing a black 
leather ensemble. The Post described the 
outfit as a “waist-length jacket over her 
skin-tight pants and wide belt." Lachey 
joined a growing list of celebrities in 
defense of Simpson that includes super 
model Heidi Klum curvy reality TV star 
Kim Kardashian and Simpson's sister, 
Ashlee Simpson -Wentz. "I am completely 
disgusted by the headlines concerning my 
sister's weight," Ashlee wrote on her blog 
last week. "A week after the inauguration 
and with such a feeling of hope in the air 
for our country, I find it completely embar- 
rassing and belittling to all women to read 
about a woman's weight or figure. All 
women come in different shapes, sizes, and 
forms and just because you're a celebrity, 
there shouldn't be a different standard." 

Aretha Franklin's Inauguration Hat May 
Head For Smithsonian: The Smithsonian 
Museum wants Aretha Franklin  's 
Inauguration Day hat. The Queen of Soul's 
big-bowed headgear has been a hot proper- 
ty since the legendary singer belted 
"America the Beautiful" at Barack Obama's 
presidential inauguration on Jan. 20, with 
the “Los Angeles Times” reporting that the 
hat's designer, Luke Song, has been over- 
whelmed with demand for the $179 item. 
(Aretha's custom-made version cost over 
$500.) But while the Smithsonian wants the 
original, Aretha's not sure if she wants to 
give it up. "I am considering it. It would be 
hard to part with my chapeau since it was 
such a crowning moment in history. I 
would like to smile every time I look back 


-at it and remember what a great moment it 


was in American and African-American 
history. Ten cheers for President Obama," 
she said in a statement, according to “New 
York Magazine.” 

Fergie Ties the Knot in Style: Stacy Ann 
Ferguson, known to the music world as 
Fergie, tied the knot with former “All My 
Children” and “Las Vegas” star Joshua 
Duhamel on Jan. 10. Fergie had two custom 
made dresses for the occasion and even the 
wedding rings were custom made by H. 
Stern Jewelers. Their wedding planner, 
Mindy Weiss, reported to “Us Weekly” 
that, “Josh and Fergie had tears in their 
eyes during the ceremony. It was very 
sweet.” There were 25,000 flowers and 
even a 150 pound cake to top off the $1 
million wedding. The wedding was a star 
studded event with A-List celebrities like 
Kate Hudson, Mario Lopez, Rebecca 
Romijn and Jerry O'Connell attending. The 
guests were bussed from Malibu City Hall 
to the Church Estates Vineyard where the 
celebration took place under three separate 
tents, one for the ceremony, one for the 
reception and the last for the afterparty. All 
three tents were decorated in an enchanted- 
forest theme for the very special occasion. 
The wedding planner even brought in 100 
rainbow trout to fill the lake and provided 
poles to fish with because Duhamel is a 
fishing enthusiast. Congrats and good luck 
to the overly happy couple. 


NECC Observer Feb. 4,2009 Page11 


Plan to continue 

your education? ~~ 
You owe it to yourself to 
consider Rivier College. 


Undergraduate day and evening 
programs, small classes, great facilities 
and a convenient location — Rivier has 
everything you need to reach your 
personal and professional goals. 


Ready to continue full time? 
Check out our day programs. 
Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors 


_ including art, biology, business, communications, 


criminal justice, education, English, finance, international 
studies, marketing, mathematics, modern languages, 
nursing, psychology, sociology and more. You'll get 
hands-on experience and become part of a close-knit 
campus community. 


Need to work? Consider our evening programs. 
Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 
and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend 
classes fit your busy schedule. You'll take on real-world 
assignments and learn from classmates who are working 
professionals, as well as from Rivier’s first-rate faculty. 


Want to learn more? Visit www.rivier.edu or call 

1-800-447-4843 to speak with an admissions counselor, . 
schedule a campus tour, or register for an Open House 

or Info Session. 


Rivier is a Catholic, co-educational 
institution in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. We've been helping 
students start their futures off 
right for 75 years. See what we 
can do for you. 


LQ Rivier 
me COLLEGE 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 
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“Pardon me, but | couldn’t help but notice 
that you sprayed me with Mace.” 


“Ten years of therapy, and finally I've managed 
to replace my rage addiction with sarcasm.” 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Robert or Alan 
5 Loosen, as 

laces é 

10 Skim along 

14 Actual 

15 Essentials 

16 In addition 

17 “Cathy” or 
“Peanuts” 

19 Spirited style 

20 Youngster 

21 Under standard 
conditions 

23 Exist 

.26 “__ Doubtfire” 

28 Jeweled crown 

29 Came in first 

30 PC alternatives 

32 Three-bagger 

35 Numbskull 

36: Love? ; 

38 “One Flew Over | 
the Cuckoo’s 4 
Nest” author | 

39 Holm and 


“ 3 : McKellen 
... And that’s the story from the floor of the stock 41 Skull cavity Gig ea eae 


exchange — back to you, Tom.” - 43 Loom up Ali rights reserved. Pag i 
44 Tread down : § | 

46 Peace accords ; | 
| 


rs wo wo nm nN 
7s © on © wo 
us 


48 U.K. channel 5 Removes Solutions 
49 Damascus seatbelts : ¢ 
man 6 Bottom-line LN] | 
51 Basra’s location figure Tonk We 
52 Reed or Rawls 7 Fork-tailed 
53 Inventor Howe seabird 
55 Outback bird 8 Half-wit 
56 Psychic power 9 __ de corps 
57 Rohmer’s 10 More daubed 
fiendish villain with dirt 
60 Mas’ mates 11 Like card tables 
62 Top point 12_River to the 
63 Seashore Caspian 
crawler 13° Turn down 
68 “The __ Ranger” 18 Sentence break 
69 Of bygone 22 Second Gospel 
times 23 Looks forward to 
70 Verdi classic 24 Prayer beads 
71 Pismires 25 Catching 
72 Catapulted 27 Temporary 
73 Synthesizer paper currency 
maker 31 Biblical peak 42 Trampling 59 Pakistani tongue 
33 Sappho’s 45 Tylenol’s target 61 Confidence 
DOWN birthplace. 47 Crouch down game 
1 Trajectory’ 34 Ocular device 50 Mexican snack 64 Guys 
2 Zodiac lion 37 Ill-gotten profit 54 Beach find 65 __ Grande 
3 Lake maker 40 South African 57 Roosevelt's dog 66 Fuss 
4 Dismounted flowering plants 58 Current 67 Valise 


Start your own faith for Pun & Profit! 
( There’ always room foxr one more... ) 
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BRIANE Tics! 
Bx ae 


Learn all the lingo to 
fay afloat in a rising 


Two weeks 
in and I can 
already feel the 
weight and 
responsibility of 
school again 
@ (can't you?). I 


figure that 
everyone flips 
to the 


ernative Edge section looking for 
ather from his or her everyday 
gles. Every other Wednesday, 
native Edge is your balanced 
reakfast of pure awesome. 

a ~ This j issue I've ‘decided to define 
‘some mystical terms that may have 
‘eluded your awareness until now.’ 
March begins the new season of 
comic book-powered epics to hit the 
big screen starting with “Watchmen.” 
With superheroes back in the public 
conscious I thought I would illumi- 
nate some of the lingo used in comic 
circles so that you don’t feel embar- 
rassed during a conversation-and you 
will, 


cussions will this week 
reveal the underlying 
motives of loved ones. 
Private social fears, a compelling 
need for group approval or lagging 
dence may be a key concern. 
e and remain silent: over the 
ext 2 days your respect for the 
otional boundaries of others will 
ye acknowledged and appreciated. 
fter Wednesday business commu- 
ations may be delayed or 
ned. Key officials will avoid 
projects, paperwork and added 
tions: stay balanced. 


TA CARIES (March 21- 
| AR April 20) -. Family dis- 


TAURUS (April 21- 
_ May 20) - Early this week 
a friend or close work 
companion may issue an 
inexpected group proposal or fami- 
invitation. Although energy may 
low, accept all social attention as 
compliment and watch for others 
be highly sensitive to feelings of 
olation or loneliness. Stay opti- 
istic: attitudes will improve by late 
Thursday. Friday through Sunday 
financial discussions with family 
members will work to your advan- 
tage. Express yourself with confi- 
dence: your needs are valid. 


GEMINI (May. 21- 
June 21) - For many 
Geminis love affairs and 
minor social attractions 
will now intensify. Over 
e next 4 days watch for sudden 
oposals, increased intimacy or 
rious discussions. Trust your 
astincts: at present others may be 
lighly expressive but privately with- 
rawn. Stay calm. After Thursday a 


Close relative may attempt to 


Gutter: The negative space 
between panels on a comic > -book 
page. 

-Unlike in film or cartoon anima- 
tion, time and movement are static in 
comic books. Strong storytellers can 
create an illusion of movement from 
panel-to-panel where the reader's 
imagination fills in the gutter and 
continues with the story without 
breaking. 

Long boxes: Boxes that are long 
and hold comics easily. Easy on stor- 
age space. 

-I'm not a comic book collector in 
the sense that I plan to cash in on my 
investments. I read them for enjoy- 
ment and following the exploits of 
the characters, but after awhile you're 
left with a large quantity of books 
and nowhere to put them. Enter long 
boxes. You fill 'em up and stack them 
on top of each other (mine fit under- 
neath my desk). 

Independent: Refers ‘primarily 
to creator-owned projects or comics 
self-published or published by small- 
er publishing companies. 

-Marvel and DC Comics are not 
the only comic publishers around. 
Oni Press, Top Shelf, Dark Horse, 
and Image are also strong contenders 
who offer their own range of titles. It 
is easier to get noticed in the industry 
if you self-publish or score work with 


monopolize your time and attention. 
Remain balanced and plan new fam- 
ily events in the coming weeks. 
Social timing is important this week: 
find reliable solutions. 


~y CANCER (June 22- 
© July 22) - Business meth- 
ods, team goals and 
Cancer revised work require- 
ments will this week demand careful 
planning. New employees may com- 
plicate progress or stall key negotia- 
tions. Refuse to be derailed by minor 
mistakes. Suggested solutions and 
expect an active approach to mis- 
communications to soon clarify 
complex relationships. After mid- 
week romantic promises will either 
be realized or quickly abandoned: 
closely study the actions, hints and 
comments of others. 


Sz, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Home renovations 
and last minute invita- 
tions are accented over 
the next few days. Loved 
ones may now wish to expand their 
daily activities or adopt a more out- 
going social attitude. Expect mean- 
ingful change to take longer than 
anticipated: at present friends and 
lovers may require extra time for 
private reflection. Later this week 
study financial documents and gov- 
ernmental paperwork for valuable 
opportunities. Property improve- 
ments, leases or delayed payments 
may be accented. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
1) Sept. 22) - Close rela- 
tives, friends and lovers 


Virgo will this week provide 
subtle indications of their 
expectations. Areas 


long-term 


a smaller publisher first. Hard work 
and determination is key, just don't 
forget your imagination. 

Fanboy (or girl): A term that 
loosely translates to “fanatic.” 

-It's okay to be passionate about 
something-just don't declare jihad 
any time someone disagrees with 
you. 

Continuity: Keeps a consistency 


between characters, places, histories, 


personalities, 
ignored. 

-Strong continuity is hard to 
maintain when you're publishing a 
couple dozen books a month that 
inhabit the same universe (Marvel or 
DC, specifically). A lot of fans cry 
foul when something seems wrong or 
inconsistent with what has been 
established before. The longer a 
Series (or universe) continues the 
harder it becomes to track continuity 
between multiple books written by 
multiple people. Some would say this 
is inexcusable, but they probably 
smell. 

Shared universe: A fictional 
place inhabited by characters across 
multiple titles, typically under the 
same publisher (though other outside 
characters visit occasionally). 

-Timely Comics, a precursor to 
Marvel Comics, published Captain 
America in the 1940s. When the 


etc. Frequently 


affected are family participation, 
group acceptance and active home 
expansion. Underlying concerns 
may involve feelings of isolation or 
past disappointments. Provide 
encouragement: your words will 
bring comfort. Thursday: through 
Sunday highlights business negotia- 
tions and financial discussions. 
Friends and relatives will ask bold 
questions: stay alert. 


QO 


23) - Job stability will 
soon increase. Over the 

Libr next few days expect 
minor discussions to quickly evolve 
into revised workplace procedures 
or new policies. Creative solutions 


_ and team involvement will be easily 


accepted. Advocate joint projects 
and watch for previously silent col- 
leagues to voice strong opinions. 
After Wednesday someone close 
may press for bold emotional prom- 
ises or new public commitments. 
Romantic and social ideals now 
need to expand: follow your first 


instincts. 
ML dence or lagging 
resources will soon fade. 
Business permissions and negotia- 
tions with large agencies will this 
week work to your advantage. 
Present clear, concise ideas and 
respond promptly to all questions. 
Attention to detail’ is now vital to the 
advancement and success of key 
projects: stay focused. After Friday 
many Scorpios will experience a 
sudden wave of passionate invita- 
tions and rare social comments: wait 
for clarity. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Several months 
of low financial confi- 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 


1960s rolled around, Captain 
America was revived in the 
Avengers, showing a previously 


unseen connection. The Avengers are 
a prime example, because they were 
made up of characters that previously 
existed in their own titles or stories. 
Yes, I did this all by memory. 

Graphic Novel: Typically refers 
to collected editions of comic book 
stories or stand-alone tales in the 
softcover or hardcover format. 

-It was originally coined for mar- 
keting purposes because it seemed 
more fashionable than “funnies” or 
“comic books.” “Watchmen” is con- 
sidered one of the “greatest graphic 
novels of all time,” though most peo- 
ple don't know .that it started as a 
twelve-issue mini-series. 

Scott Pilgrim: The greatest 
comic book in the known universe. 
Soon to be a motion picture starring 
Michael Cera. 

-This book makes me happy. 

Marvel Comics: Home of 
Spider-Man, Fantastic Four, X-Men, 
Avengers, Daredevil, Ghost Rider, 
Ka-Zar, Blade, Sub-Mariner, Luke 
Cage, Iron Fist and Black Panther 
among others. 

-Loves heroes who have to pay 
bills, secrets, and wars. 


DC Comics: Home _ of 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 

Minor social jealousies 
Sagittarius will now require sensi- 
tivity. and dedication. 

New friends may this week demand 
reliable promises and‘solid commit- 
ments. Offer neither: over the next 
few days both friends and relatives 
will compete for your loyalty. This is 
not the right time, however, to 
encourage exclusion. Opt for quiet 
or private activities, if possible. 


‘After Thursday pay special attention 


to workplace requests. Official 
paperwork will soon trigger com- 
plex group debate: remain diplomat- 


ic. 
© _ 22-Jan. 20) - New friends 
may this week challenge 
Capricort trusted ideals or long- 
term commitments. If so, 
remain quietly detached but take 
extra time to fully explain your 
goals: before next week established 
relationships will require diplomacy, 
insight and patience. Loved ones 
will eventually accept changing 
schedules and loyalties: stay open to 
delicate discussions. Thursday 
through Saturday business relation- 
ships may be briefly strained: pace 
yourself and watch for subtle break- 
throughs. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


: AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
VN Feb. 19) - Gossip, social 
VN speculation and giddy 

Aquarius excitement may this week 

be a compelling influence 
in key relationships. Close friends 
and co-workers will opt for animat- 
ed discussion over serious work. 

Enjoy minor moments of humor but 

avoid neglecting written assign- 
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Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, | 


The Flash, Green Lantern, Green 
Arrow, Red Arrow, Black Lightning, 
Red Tornado, Black Canary, Robin, 
Starfire, Supergirl, Lex Luthor and 
Aquaman among others. 

-Loves colors, sidekicks, 
legacies. 

Retcon: When an element of a 
previous story is altered to fit the 
shenanigans of a later writer. 

-In The Avengers #4, Captain 
America recounted how he wound up 
in a block of ice and the fate of his 
WWII sidekick Bucky-who died in a 
plane explosion. Recently, it was 
revealed that Bucky didn't die in the 
blast, but fell into the ocean with a 
missing arm and was picked up by a 
Soviet sub and given a cybernetic 
arm and turned into a mindless super- 
assassin. Bucky was kept young 
throughout the decades by being kept 
in a cryogenic state unless needed. 
Bucky breaks free of his handler 
thanks to Cap and upon his former 
teammate's assassination he takes up 
the mantle of Captain America in his 
honor. AKA, Bucky being alive is a 
tetcon. 


and 


Woo! Now when you're standing 
by the water cooler you'll have plen- 
ty to flaunt to the geeky guy at the 
office-or burger joint-or retail store- 
or your husband-or your wife. Go be 
cool, friends. 


ments or legal requirements. 
Accuracy in the workplace is now 
important. Later this week someone 
close may reveal an unexpected 
business plan, invention or career 
change. Ask questions: there's much 
to learn. 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) - Serious 
romantic discussions are 
best avoided over the next 
few days. For many Pisceans private 
emotions and deeply felt social 
doubts will soon be revealed. 
Remain attentive but allow loved 
ones to proceed at a slow pace. 
Trust, a healthy respect for family 
traditions and empathy are now vital 
to the success of long-term relation- 
ships. After Thursday workplace 
documents and legal paperwork will 
be easily misplaced. If so, expect 
key officials to openly avoid public 
responsibility. 

--If your birthday is this 
week...sudden financial changes 
work to your advantage over the 
next few weeks. Loved ones may 
soon announce unexpected business 
partnerships or career revisions. 
Although job stability will not be 
clearly established until late May, 
expect powerful money opportuni- 
ties to soon be presented. Almost 8 
years of strained resources will now 
begin to fade. Stay focused and 
respond quickly to new challenges. 
After July 11th watch also for new 
friendship to unexpectedly turn 
romantic. Planetary alignments indi- 
cate that-complex emotional trian- 
gles will require special attention 
over the summer months. By early 
2010 a new era of public confidence, 
vital home revisions and fast social 
changes will arrive. 
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Are the Steelers ‘America’s Team?’ 


Do the Superbowl 
champs live up to 
America S standards? 


By CHRISTIAN STONE 
Sports Editor 


The -word 
“epic” gets 
tossed around a 
lot these days. 
Perhaps saying 
_ something was 
or is “epic” is 
just ‘another 
way of saying, 
“hey that was 
; really, really 
cool”. Neveeles epic is hardly the 
word I would use to classify 
Superbowl XLII, but I am not 
responsible for the headlines current- 
ly sweeping the nations newsstands 
or to keep it contemporary, computer 
screens. Not to take anything away 
from the Pittsburgh Steelers, who 
managed to wind up victorious 27-23 
over the Arizona Cardinals, but I 
wouldn’t exactly praise their efforts 
as flawless. And Arizona did their 
fair share of losing the game, which 
isn’t exactly the same thing as 
Pittsburgh winning the game. It’s 
hard not to overlook the 11 penalties 
for over 100 yards the Cardinals 
committed, including three personal 
fouls on one drive; a facemask, 
roughing the passer and one mind 
blowing penalty which involved 


Adrian Wilson bulldozing over Mitch - 


Berger, who simply sits on the field 
and holds field goal attempts. The 
man doesn’t move, he kneels on the 
field and holds the ball until it’s 
kicked, but if you’d like to make him 
feel like he’s a bigger part of the 
action be my guest, next time try to 
make sure it’s not the Superbowl. 
Either way, writers and sports ana- 
lysts are hailing the Steelers across 
the country for reasons that are 
beyond me. Gene Wojciechowski, 
aside from having an unpronounce- 
able last name, is a senior writer for 
EPSN. He wrote an article calling the 
Steelers “America’s Team” and even 
_“President Obama’s team,” which got 
me thinking. Not so much along the 
lines as to why the Steelers should be 
considered “America’s Team,” but 


Super Bowl scores © 
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why they shouldn’t be. 

There are certain qualities a team 
should embrace to be considered 
“America’s Team.” For a long time 
standing, the Dailas Cowboys had the 
honors of being dubbed with the 
national slogan, they attracted the 
headlines with reality shows and 
more nationally televised games than 
any other team. But that doesn’t nec- 
essarily mean you should be praised 
as a pillar or a landmark to the nation. 
If a group of players want to come 
together to form a squad you’re 
going to label “America’s Team,” 
there has to be some criteria to be met 
both on and off the field. On the field, 

- obviously victory is essential. Not on 
- a week-to-week basis but a year-to- 
year basis. A team that’s constantly 
contending, that doesn’t shy from the 
spotlight or crumble under the pres- 
sure of a big game. That mean’s 
Dallas is out, sorry Cowboys. A team 
that has been built rather than paid 
for, whether it be drafting or signing 
undrafted free agent talent, however 
going out and purchasing a big con- 
tract, a la the New York Yankees, 
defeats the purpose of bringing 
together a unit as a team. Big con- 


tracts should always be avoided on 
“America’s Team” because it shows 
reliance toward a specific player as 
opposed to the . team _ itself. 
Constructing a reliable franchise 
could take a long time but America 
wasn’t built in a day and I’d hope 
their best franchises wouldn’t be 
assembled that way either. Finally, 
conduct, both on and off the field, 
needs to be taken into account. The 
team needs to represent American 
attitude in every way, shape and 
form, not in a competitive sense but 
in terms of public image. Living up 
to the unspoken standards of a whole 
country is a tough obstacle to over- 
come. Having personality defects and 
criminal records don’t really help 
promote the proper image one would 
affiliate with “America’s Team.” 
Their jerseys shouldn’t be bright 
orange jumpsuits that read D.O.C. on 
the back. With that said, do the 
Steélers qualify or represent enough 
to be considered “America’s Team?” 

There is no doubt that the 
Steelers are a winning organization. 
They now have a record breaking six 
Superbowl wins, two in the last four 
years. 15 of the NFL’s 32 other teams 


Be: 


KLIN 


have never won, and five have never 


even made it to the game. In the past 


eight seasons, they have made the 
playoffs six times and won their divi- 
sion, the AFC Central, five times. 
They are no strangers to contention, 
in terms of being a winning and com- 
petitive franchise; I’d have to agree 
with Gene on that one. 

The Steelers method of acquiring 
players is also respectable in terms of 
the. guidelines above. They really 
don’t go out and spend a lot of money 
on big name talent. They rely inter- 
nally in their system through drafting 
and scouting. Both Big Ben 
Roethlisberger and Superbowl MVP 
Santonio Holmes were both first 
round draft picks by Pittsburgh. 
Defensive MVP James Harrison was 
also signed as an undrafted free 
agent. If anything Pittsburgh gets rid 
of people when they start becoming 
conceded athletes, dreaming of dol- 
lars and bling, that can’t buy into the 
team concept, i.e. Plaxico Burress. I 
think Pittsburgh meets the criteria of 
how they deal with their players very 
well, the type of interior development 
that embodies “America’s Team.” 

The only problem I can see with 


S4 


MCTcampus photo 


Pittsburgh Steeler fans rejoice in Tampa, Fla. as they watch their beloved fran- 
chise roll over the Arizona Cardinals during a late game comeback in Superbowl 
XLIIl. It was the Steelers second Superbowl win in the previous four years. 
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Upcoming Games: S 


Men’ Ss: 


Feb 5th @ Dean 
_ Feb 7th @ Central Maine 
Feb 10th @ Mass Bay 
Feb 12th @ Home vs. Quinsigamond 7: 00. ; 


Women’s: 


@ Feb Sth@Dean es 
Feb 7th@CentralMaine - 

Feb 10th@MassBay tS 
Feb 12th @ Home vs. Quinsigamond 5:00 


empowering the Steelers with such a 
title as “America’s Team” is conduct. 
I think a big part of being in the spot- 
light is being a role model, a positive 
icon that carries about a respectful 
swagger and certain amount of class. 
Not overly classy, we don’t want 
cocky, we want classy. If there’s one 
saying I can stand by in a-situation 
like this it is that one bad egg can ruin 
it for the rest, and the Steelers have 
one ugly looking egg in their club- 
house. I’m not going to make a big 
deal out of Ben Roethlisberger’s 
motorcycle accident and preach 
about how he should have been wear- 
ing a helmet, that’s not exactly what I 
meant by not living up to certain 
standards, actually being a football 
player I can see why he wouldn’t 
want to wear a helmet off the field, 
I'd be tired of it too. But James 
Harrison has no excuse. Harrison had 
the biggest play in Superbowl histo- 
ry, a 100-yard interception for a 
touchdown with seconds winding 
down in the first half. A great play 
indeed, but how about the second 
half when he punched a fallen 
Arizona defender in the back? The 
officials called the personal foul and 
even John Madden was at a loss for 
words. Unsportsmanlike conduct is 
key on the field, but what Harrison 
does off the field is even worse. 
Maybe he thought the Arizona player 
he punched was former girlfriend 
Beth Tibbot, whom he was arrested 
for hitting back in March of 2008. 
I’m not sure if that’s that guy I want 


to represent the best defensive player 


on “America’s Team,” and I is | 
really expect to see Obama perso; 

ly endorsing Harrison as a hero any- 
time soon. 

Superbowl XLIII was a good 
game to watch because it came down 
to the wire but take it for what it was, 
a game. Give credit where credit was 
due but don’t exaggerate the facts. 
The Steelers were a better team to 
begin with. They won, despite the 
fact they also blew a two-possession 
lead but that’s why they play 60 min- 
utes and not 57. I’m not saying the 
Steelers weren’t the best team in the 
league this year, if anything they 
proved that they were by winning, 
but when we start comparing the idle 
play of one team to the mediocre per- 
formance of another and call it great- 
ness, it’s aggravating. Aggravation 
that could be considered, “epic.” 
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‘Men: 5 Basketball 
‘team embraces its 
young talent 


“By Curis RYAN 


This season’s success has been 
‘hard earned for the Knights of 
Northern Essex Community College, 
vho have been battling all season 
ith a depleted roster. You wouldn’t 
e able to tell though, as at 11-6 the 
ights look to be in solid shape for 
late-season run as the playoffs 
ey approach. 
“The loss of players early in the 
son has forced a total team effort 
is very exciting for the coaches. 
fimmy Dent is our lone returning 
ophomore; his leadership out there 
very night has been huge for the 
eam. I’m extremely pleased with the 
effort of my players considering the 
s they’ve had to overcome,’ 

id Knights head coach Darren 
yi Stratton 

Team leader Timmy Dent, the 
Martins center for Northern Essex, 
tandems with transfer student and 

ing shooting guard Brandon 
Bemier as the only sophomores on 
this young team. Dent is second on 
the team in field goal percentage at 
48 percent, and Bernier leads the 
team in free throws at 76 percent. 
Coach was also sure to reflect on the- 
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loss of Northern Essex star and sec- 
ond-team All American Anthony 
Griffin, who led the team in several 
offensive and defensive categories 


last season. “Losing a second-team — 


All American definitely puts a 
damper on things, especially with 
losing two sophomores earlier in the 
season.” As opposed to last year’s 
squad, this season Coach Stratton 
and the Knights have had to adapt 
their defensive strategy to better 
incorporate the skill set of his play- 
ers. Last year’s run-and-gun offense 
has been modified and slowed down 
a little bit as a result of their 
reworked defensive mindset. “This 
year, because of the team we have, 
we’ve had to adapt a lot more half- 
court defense, with a strong emphasis 
on zone-defense. Half-court zone has 
been key for us this year,” said 
Stratton of his team’s defensive con- 
cept. But some things haven’t 
changed in Coach Stratton’s philoso- 
phy, including his team’s work ethic 
and one game at a time approach to 
each match. Awe still takes every- 
thing one game at a time, and each 
game requires a lot more scouting 
and preparation. “I’m extremely 
pleased with where the team is at 
right now. -We’re second in our con- 
ference and we control our own des- 
tiny.” coach Stratton has good reason 
to be pleased, as the Knights have not 
lost a game in two and a half weeks 
and are currently on a six-game win 
streak dating back to Jan. 10. During 
this run the Knights have elevated 


Knights Notebook | 


their defensive intensity, allowing 
just 58 points per game. The average 
victory during the streak has been by 
17 points per game, thanks in large 
part to a 96-45 blowout against 
Briarwood College on Jan. 17. Other 
key wins during the streak include a 
defensive battle on the road against 
University of Connecticut at Avery 
Point in which the Knights were vic- 
torious 59-48, as well as a down-to- 
the-wire thriller at Bristol 
Community College that resulted 
Northern Essex winning, 62-61. With 
just seven games remaining before 
the postseason, Northern Essex faces 
important games that could make the 
difference when it comes to tourna- 
ment seeding, including contests that 
will give the Knights a chance to 
even the score with teams that defeat- 
ed them earlier in the season, such as 
a Feb. 3 match up with Bunker Hill 
whom they lost to 98-80 on Dec. 8, 
and the season finale on Feb. 12 
against Quinsigamond, who beat 
them Dec. 2, 81-61. 

“I'm very pleased because it's not 
very often that a freshman-oriented 
team puts itself in a position to make 
a postseason run like this,” said 
Stratton with an air of excitement in 
his voice. 

The Knights’ Jan. 27 home game 
against Fisher College was can- 
celled due to inclement weather 
conditions, but Northern Essex 
resumed play on the road against 
heavyweight rival Springfield Tech 
Saturday, Jan. 31. 


thony Siri: 


N J CAA Div. Til Player of the Week 


Anthony Siri, a 4 6'2" guard out howell: Mass., scored 20 eaints in the second half 
‘alone to finish with 30 points, 15 rebounds and four steals in a 92-78 win over 
Roxbury (Mass.) last weekend. He followed that performance with 17 points, 
“eight rebounds and three steals against Bristol (Mass.) on Jan. 24. For the week 
e shot 55 percent (23-36) from the field. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. Who was the youngest fighter 
in UFC history? 


2. What year did Pete Maravich 
become the first college basket- 
ball player to score 3,000 
points? 


3. Which former NFL tight end 
and former coach starred along- 
side Will Ferrell in “Kicking and 


Screaming”? 


4. How many no hitters did 
Nolan Ryan throw in his career? 


5. What team did Cal Ripken Jr. 
start his consecutive games 
streak against? 
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Go to Westfield State College 
without leaving home! 


ONLINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE COMPLETION PROGRAM 
- The most convenient, cost-effective way to complete your 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management. 
- Save time, gas and money, and take classes at times that are 
convenient for you! 


- Classes are held at convenient times for working professionals. 


Also offering a Westfield State Criminal Justice Bachelor’s Degree Completion 
Program at Framingham State College, with classes held at convenient times for 


working professionals. 
Westfield 


State College 
SINCE 1838 


For more information: 
Division of Graduate and 
Continuing Education 
(413) 572-8020 
wsc.ma.edu/dgce 
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In Barack Obamas sae 
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President Barack Obama delivers the inaugural address on Tuesday, Jan. 20, in Washington, C D. C. 


Text of President 
Obama 8 inaugural 
address, as delivered 


Courtesy of The Associated Press 


My fellow citizens: 

I stand here today humbled by the task 
before us, grateful for the trust you have 
bestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne 
by our ancestors. I thank President Bush for 
his service to our nation, as well as the gen- 
erosity and cooperation he has shown 
throughout this transition. 

Forty-four Americans have now taken 
the presidential oath. The words have been 
spoken during rising tides of prosperity and 
the still waters of peace. Yet, every so often 
the oath is taken amidst gathering clouds 
and raging storms. At these moments, 
America has carried on not simply because 
of the skill or vision of those in high office, 
but because we the people have remained 
faithful to the ideals of our forebears, and 

’ true to our founding documents. 

So it has been. So it must be with this 
generation of Americans. 

That we are in the midst of crisis is 
now well understood. Our nation is at war, 
against a far-reaching network of violence 
and hatred. Our economy is badly weak- 
ened, a consequence of greed and irrespon- 
sibility on the part of some, but also our 
collective failure to make hard choices and 
prepare the nation for a new age. Homes 
have been lost; jobs shed; businesses shut- 
tered. Our health care is too costly; gur 
schools fail too many; and each day brings 
further evidence that the ways we use ener- 
gy strengthen our adversaries and threaten 
our planet. 

These are the indicators of crisis, sub- 
ject to data and statistics. Less measurable 
but no less profound is a sapping of confi- 
dence across our land, a nagging fear that 
America’s decline is inevitable, and that the 
next generation must lower its sights. 

Today I say to you that the challenges 
we face are real. They are serious and they 
are many. They will not be met easily or in 
a short span of time. But know this, 
America, they will be met. 

On this day, we gather because we 
have chosen hope over fear, unity of pur- 
pose over conflict and discord. 

On this day, we come to proclaim an 
end to the petty grievances and false prom- 
ises, the recriminations and wor out dog- 
mas, that for far too long have strangled our 
politics. 

We remain a young nation, but in the 
words of Scripture, the time has come to set 
aside childish things. The time has come to 
reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our 
better history; to carry forward that pre- 
cious gift, that noble idea, passed on from 
generation to generation: the God-given 
promise that all are equal, all are free and 
all deserve a chance to pursue their full 
measure of happiness. 

In reaffirming the greatness of our 


nation, we understand that greatness is 
never a given. It must be earned. Our jour- 
ney has never been one of shortcuts or set- 
tling for less. It has not been the path for the 
faint-hearted, for those who prefer leisure 
over work, or seek only the pleasures of 
riches and fame. Rather, it has been the 
risk-takers, the doers, the makers of things, 
some celebrated but more often men and 
women obscure in their labor, who have 
carried us up the long, rugged path towards 
prosperity and freedom. 

For us, they packed up their few 
worldly possessions and traveled across 
oceans in search of a new life. 

- For us, they toiled in sweatshops and 
settled the West; endured the lash of the 
whip and plowed the hard earth. 

For us, they fought and died, in places 
like Concord and Gettysburg; Normandy 
and Khe Sanh. 

Time and again these men and women 
struggled and sacrificed and worked till 
their hands were raw so that we might live 
a better life. They saw America as bigger 
than the sum of our individual ambitions; 
greater than all.the differences of birth or 
wealth or faction. 

This is the journey we continue today. 
We remain the most prosperous, powerful 
nation on Earth. Our workers are no less 
productive than when this crisis began. Our 
minds are no less inventive, our goods and 
services no less needed than they were last 
week or last month or last year. Our capac- 
ity remains undiminished. But our time of 
standing pat, of protecting narrow interests 
and putting off unpleasant decisions, that 
time has surely passed. Starting today, we 
must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, 
and begin again the work of remaking 
America. 

For everywhere we look, there is work 
to be done. The state of the economy calls 
for action, bold and swift, and we will act, 
not only to create new jobs, but to lay a new 
foundation for growth. We will build the 
roads and bridges, the electric grids and 
digital lines that feed our commerce and 
bind us together. We will restore science to 
its rightful place, and wield technology’s 
wonders to raise health care’s quality and 
lower its cost. We will harness the sun and 


the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and , 


run our factories. And we will transform 
our schools and colleges and universities to 
meet the demands of a new age. All this we 
can do. All this we will do. 

Now, there are some who question the 
scale of our ambitions, who suggest that 
our system cannot tolerate too many big 
plans. Their memories are short. For they 
have forgotten what this country has 
already done; what free men and women 


can achieve when imagination is joined to . 


common purpose, 
courage. 

What the cynics fail to understand is 
that the ground has shifted beneath them, 
that the stale political arguments that have 
consumed us for so long no longer apply. 
The question we ask today is not whether 
our government is too big or too small, but 


and - necessity to 


whether it works, whether it helps families 
find jobs at a decent wage, care they can 
afford, a retirement that is dignified. Where 
the answer is yes, we intend to move for- 
ward. Where the answer is no, programs 
will end. Those of us who manage the pub- 
lic’s dollars will be held to account, to 
spend wisely, reform bad habits, and do our 
business in the light of day, because only 
then can we restore the vital trust between 
a people arid their government. 

Nor is the question before us whether 


_ the market is a force for good or ill. Its 


power to generate wealth and expand free- 
dom is unmatched, but this crisis has 
reminded us that without a watchful eye, 
the market can spin out of control, and that 
a nation cannot prosper long when it favors 
only the prosperous. The success of our 
economy has always depended not just on 


the size of our gross domestic product, but 
on the reach of our prosperity; on our abil- 


- ity to extend opportunity to every willing 


heart, not out of charity, but because it is the 
surest route to our common good. 

As for.our common defense, we reject 
as false the choice between our safety and 
our ideals. Our founding fathers ... our 
found fathers, faced with perils we can 
scarcely imagine, drafted a charter to assure 
the rule of law and the rights of man, a 
charter expanded by the blood of genera- 
tions. Those ideals still light the world, and 
we will not give them up for expedience’s 
sake. And so to all the other peoples and 
governments who are watching today, 
from the grandest capitals to the small vil- 
lage where my father was born: know that 


. America is a friend of each nation and 


every man, woman, and child who seeks a 
future of peace and dignity, and that we are 
ready to lead once more. : 

Recall that earlier generations faced 
down fascism and communism not just 
with missiles and tanks, but with sturdy 
alliances and enduring convictions. They 
understood that our power alone cannot 
protect us, nor does it entitle us to do as we 
please. Instead, they knew that our power 
grows through its prudent use; our security 
emanates from the justness of our cause, 
the force of our example, the tempering 
qualities of humility and restraint. 


We are the keepers of this legacy. 
Guided by these principles once more, we 
can meet those new threats that demand 
even greater effort, even greater coopera- 
tion and understanding between nations. 
We will begin to responsibly leave Iraq to 
its people, and forge a hard-earned peace in 
Afghanistan. With old friends and former 
foes, we will work tirelessly to lessen the 
nuclear threat, and roll back the specter of a 
warming planet. We will not apologize for 
our way of life, nor will we waver in its 
defense, and for those who seek to advance 
their aims by inducing terror and slaughter- 
ing innocents, we say to you now that our 
spirit is stronger and cannot be broken; you 
cannot outlast us, and we will defeat you. 

For we know that our patchwork her- 
itage is a strength, not a weakness. We are 
a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews 


-and Hindus, and non-believers. We are 


shaped by every language and culture, 
drawn from every end of this Earth; and 
because we have tasted the bitter swill of 
civil war and segregation, and emerged 
from that dark chapter stronger and more 
united, we cannot help but believe that the 
old hatreds shall someday pass; that the 
lines of tribe shall soon dissolve; that as the 
world grows smaller, our common human- 
ity shall reveal itself; and that America 
must play its role in ushering in a new era 
of peace. 

To. the Muslim world, we seek a new 
way forward, based on mutual interest and 
mutual respect. To those leaders around the 
globe who seek to sow conflict, or blame 
their society’s ills on the West, know that 
your people will judge you on what you 


. can build, not what you destroy. To those 


who cling to power through corruption and 
deceit and the silencing of dissent, know 
that you are on the wrong side of history; 
but that we will extend a hand if you are 
willing to unclench your fist. 

To the people of poor nations, we 
pledge to work alongside you to make your 
farms flourish and let clean waters flow; to 
nourish starved bodies and feed hungry 
minds. And to those nations like ours that 
enjoy relative plenty, we say we’ can no 
longer afford indifference to the suffering 
outside our borders; nor can we consume 
the world’s resources without regard ‘to 
effect. For the world has changed, and we 
must change with it. 

As we consider the road that unfolds 
before us, we remember with humble grat- 
itude those brave Americans who, at this 
very hour, patrol far-off deserts and distant 


mountains. They have something to tell us, © 


just as the fallen heroes who lie in 
Arlington whisper through the ages. We 
honor them not only because they are 
guardians of our liberty, but because they 
embody the spirit of service; a willingness 
to find meaning in something greater than 
themselves. And yet, at this moment, a 
moment that will define a generation, it is 
precisely this spirit that must inhabit us all. 

For as much as government can do 
and must do, it is ultimately the faith and 
determination of the American people 


“is a new era of responsibility, a recognition, | 


upon which this nation relies. It is the kind- | 
ness to take in a stranger when the levees 
break, the selflessness of workers who | 
would rather cut their hours than see a | 
friend losé their job which sees us through | 
our darkest hours. It is the firefighter’s | 
courage to storm a stairway filled with } 
smoke, but also a parent’s willingness to 
nurture a child, that finally decides our fate. | 
Our challenges may be new. The 
instruments with which we meet them may | 
be new. But those.values upon which our | 
success depends, hard work and honesty, | 
courage and fair play, tolerance and curios- 


ity, loyalty and patriotism, these things are | 


to these truths, Whal is teauiet Gr iad 


on the part of every American, that we 
duties to ourselves, our nation, the 

world, duties that we do not grudgingly | 
accept but rather seize gladly, firm in the } 


ing to the spirit, so defining of our charac- | 
ter, than giving our all to a difficult task. 


This iy the sourcé of our confident, 
the knowledge that God calls on us to | 
shape an uncertain destiny. vat 

This is the meaning of our liberty and 
our creed, why men and women and chil- | 
dren of every race and every faith can join | 
in celebration across this magnificent Mall, 
and why a man whose father less than sixty 
years ago might not have been served at a | 
local retain a ae | 
to take a most sacred oath. 

So let us mark this day with | remem- | 
brance, of who we are and how far we have — 
traveled. In the year of America’s birth, in 
the coldest of months, a small band of patri- 
ots huddled by dying campfires on the 
shores of an icy river. The capital was aban- 
doned. The enemy was advancing. The 
snow was stained with blood. At a moment 
when the outcome of our revolution was 
most in doubt, the father of our nation 
ordered these words be read to the people: — 
“Let it be told to the future world ... 
that in the depth of winter, when nothing - 
but hope and virtue could survive...that the 
city and the country, alarmed at one com-— 


‘mon danger, came forth to meet (it).””. 


America, in the face of our com- - 
mon dangers, in this winter of our hard- 
ship, let us remember these timeless 
words. With hope and virtue, let us 
brave once more the icy currents, and 
endure what storms may come. Let it be 
said by our children’s children that 
when we were tested we refused to let 
this journey end, that we did not turn 
back nor did we falter; and with eyes 
fixed on the horizon and God’s grace” 
upon us, we carried forth that great gift — 
of freedom and delivered it safely to | 
future generations. 

Thank you. God bless you. And 
God bless the United States of America. 


